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INTRODUCTION
With the %ritﬂr‘g arrival’hﬁ Bellingham Bay i
some fiftﬁwffve yaaréléga, he found himself
deposited by the old steamer 8tate of Washing-
ton, on a high pile-riding 1an&i§§g platform,
whose glaringlyvpaintﬁﬁ'aignboard announced
to all travelers "Sehome Dock™. The name was
new and unintelligible, since his ticket called
for New Whatcom; but he was destined %o Soon
ilearn that the name with its pleasant sounding
bore a seeming charm to all the residents on
the Bay. Before many weeks had passed, the
sane designation came to light as distingulsh-
many cther points of interest. OSehome the
tewn, Sehome lines, Sehome Schiocl, Sehome Hotel,
Sehome Hill and Sehome Park wera all familiar
 parts of the Leca&ity‘s vocabulary; and then,
as a cap-sheafi to the already curiosity-arous-
ing 1ist, a year later he and his bride were
carried away cn their honeymoon by the then

palatial passenger steamer, "Sehome",



e

II

“%ehmmﬁ, %ahome, S@ham&. Surely theﬂa Was

fannhantm&nt in the nam@, or it wauid not

have b&eu used so often tm emnjure withj fs
satisfy the urge fsr enl ghtemmant on the

wi&ﬁifi@&ﬂc& mf th@ termghe has in the past

‘geveral | ’9&TS,.maﬁe a rather axhausﬁive re=

gearch, and triﬁé to separata fact trmm fanay,
history: fragxit5@nd, and draw the curtain of
finality on the nanv miﬁemneﬂptians connected
with the. name Aﬂ the @arly history of the

tmwns»&n Eallingham.ﬁay.

D@finitély, %hg ﬁrigin of the nanme had nething
to do with sentimental associations of a home
by the ses, as some have suggested, for the
very spelling nnllifiesféﬁﬁﬁ 8 ea#ual con-

clusion.

The first applicstion Qf "“eheme" &8 a place-
name was that made by E. C. Fitzhugh, agent of
the Bellingham Bay Coal Company, C. C. Vail

and James Tilton, when on kay 6, 1858, they



1t of the first townsite on
1 i

ﬁﬁl&inghﬁm Bay as "Sehome", ﬁﬁtﬁ?u~hiﬁﬁgry

recorded the

ﬁﬂyﬁ it was 80 :ﬁ:ﬁ}.}&%yf‘iﬁl after the fﬁ&mi&# Ifi‘;&ian
Chief, Sehome, who was Fiﬁmnugh’ﬂvfaﬁﬁé%*inw»
law; and then goes on to add that the
Indian interpretation of %ha‘wﬁrdvméﬁnﬁ a
"legend or &ﬁ@ﬁyﬁy"%ﬁﬁﬁ i&‘ﬁ&lmlﬁﬁgﬁtantiﬁw
ted in the first premise by good &ﬁﬁh@riﬁy,
bui the gecond ls ﬁviﬁ@ﬁt;y‘iﬁcaerQ%, as wil
he seen later, ﬂimaé #ﬁéhmmé'im'ﬂmt & pure
Indian word at all, but the whiteman's corrup-
tion of a Clallam Inﬁ%au’naﬂﬁ,ﬁ%'wyahnwhmm;’ﬁ
‘mhﬁ rronunciation of w&i&h‘waa bevond his

linguistic capabilities.

The writer is under obligation %o a number of
gaﬁplﬁ who have generously imparted valuable
information, supplied records snd manuseripts
for perusal, or granted interviews, Fortunate-
1y there are quite a number of old Chief

nsehome's" descendants still Mivings; some at
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ﬂnlaliy,:ééﬁﬁ<mn the Fenimauléxiﬂfalallam

County and others on the Lummi Reservation.

Hrs. Futh Shelton, the old Chief's youngest
daughter, then ninety-seven years of age,
along with her daughter, ¥rs. Harriette Dover,

and Hubert Coy, lrs. Shelten's scn hy her

first marriage, all of Tulalip, have been both
: - hE Ny -y
g ' patient and cooperative in imparting what they

know of their ancestry.

To Ers. darion L. Vincent, who was born and
raised in Jefferson County, and is horself a

o P . .
gmat-grand niece o;t"“@:@aiwma? he writer 1is

much obligsted for the Story of “The House of
Ste-tee-thlum" -~z part of her valuable manu-

seript which records the full ancestry of

éehumef

Through the memory of her great-grand nother,
Mrs. Vincent traces the ancestral line back

as far as 1777, and forward down to the




1ﬁraﬁaﬁﬁ‘ﬁimﬁg Whije &‘ﬁ@mﬁmwﬁﬂmﬂ;ﬂf‘ﬁh@

various traditions jreserved by the several

branches of the YSehome" line conflict in
~one or two polnts, vat,amn&iﬁ@rin% tha

i&fﬂﬁ lapse of *&m@ and the fach thmt &am& wf

the branches of the line have n@Vﬁx been in
eentaet with each other, tma‘&iﬁﬁﬂ &gﬁéaﬁﬁnﬁ

in all espential items iﬂ.r&mﬁfﬁﬁbﬁﬁu

Hoth's Thateon County History has been valuable
in tracing that wandering and unpredictable
character, Ldmund Clare ﬁiﬁ?hugh, who of

necessity plays a prominent part in the drama

as tﬁﬂ ﬂtmry unfeldsy so, also, has been the
aﬁhinmt@m Hiﬁﬁmriwai Geciety's publication,
“Huilding a @%aﬁa“! which pletures the mpan
chiefly from the intellectual point of view,
rather than that of his assoclations with tﬁﬁ
ploneers on the Ifrontiers.

Janes G. MHeCurdy's valuable contributien to

Horthwest ¥Washington history has alse thrown



VI

considerable light on the imprasﬁ of the
Clallam branch of "ﬁéhama " clan on the
early his%&ry of Port Townsend in "By Juan

de Fuce's Strait",

The Hudsen's Bay ﬁ&ﬁmrd'ﬁméiety*s Volune,
”mnﬂeughlin's,Vancéuvaf Letters", is the
source for the earliest contacts of the
Clallam with the wﬁiﬁm‘mﬁn; and vividly des-
eribes the outbreak of hm&tilitiaé in 1828,

In esgtimating the worth of ﬁ&ali&m:charactergr
ones point of view seems to effect radically
the ultimate conclusions. For instanceghir.
McCurdy who knew the “"Duke of York" for

years at Fort Townsend, ﬂaserib&s the

Clallam chlef as a man @frnebla'aspiraﬁians,
and a sincere Ifriend of the ﬁhite»man; on
-the contrary, The&é@ré‘%imthrap, that wander-
ing wielder of a facile p@n,'ﬁh@ in the first
of the lﬂﬁﬂ‘ﬁ visited the Sound, blandly rates




the ehief a drupken rascal. The div&rgaﬁﬁa
of opinion lies in the fact that ¥r. WeCurdy's

esteen was the result of extended observation,

while Winthrop, who was a very casual visitor

at Port Sownsendj and given more to palnting

artiﬁﬁz§¢yhrﬁﬁaa of i&ﬁ@rary excellence,

drew his conclusions from very cursory evidence,

The writer wishes to call particular attention

to the dramatized version of the first part of

the story. The form has purposely been used

in @y$ﬁ3¢ﬁg}&ﬁd,life»amﬁ interest, to ald in

h@iﬁxmgir&&ﬁar‘gnugxﬁs% through whaﬁ:might.%at
aaﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁraﬁ;ﬁryﬁﬁ\than,ﬁka11atmr‘gari ﬁf the .
narraﬁiva.n ﬁﬁ:rﬂal&£ﬁﬁ,vh&ﬁ to some readers,
such ﬁartraya$ mi£ht-$@ﬁm to pervert the real
ﬁiﬁﬁariaai,xmﬁﬁtt ﬁf‘ﬁﬁa ﬁﬁﬂ@ﬂlﬁiﬁﬁwﬁaﬁﬁﬂvﬂﬂﬁ
events related, but trusts that with this
&Mﬁlaﬂ&ﬁiﬁn, his purprose will not be miscon-
strued. |

Ferndale, %ashington |

April 27, 1955.



Three Sehomes:

To the initiated, this plcture is packed with
interest. &t uahmme Dock, off the town of

the same neme, is moored the old steamer,Sehomesg
that at the turn of the century had the dis-
tinction of being the finest paﬁa&ngar boat on
the Seattle~Hellinghen Bay run. %ith her “Spec-
ial Bridal Buite", she playea traveling hostess
to nany & hdppy ecouple from the Bay's four-town
settlenent,

Laying out in the Bay is an even blder
ploneer steamer, the (eorge E, ftamw, that made
the run bﬁtwaan Segttle and Blaine, and included
the Bay and Anacortes on its schedule,

Behind the Dock is the famous miniature
steamer, Triumph, left, built at Lynden and
commanded by Captuins H&ndnlph and Kilcup,
during the 80's,'fiavigated the Noocksack between
Lynden and the tawns on the Bay. To her riight,
@ls another old timer, the pigmy side-wheeler,
“rhdvanceyy that ran ha%waen 1&@&1 points on various
errands during the 90%s
~ Reypresenting a day that fewpsople now recall,
in their tinmeythey were a picturesque and
n@eeﬂsary adjuaat to life on Bellingham Bay.
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 CHAPTIR I

. THe Houwe of Stetee-thlum

“Yﬁﬁﬁs,‘yﬁﬁyﬁg‘h@fﬂr&'ﬁh@ first navigators
f?ﬁ&ihéﬁrﬁﬁﬁ waters of Juan de Fuca Birait,
there was o great Clallanm ehief 1iv1hgfanj
vitg @&5tﬁrni$hwrﬂlina.“ﬁis‘n&m@'wﬁg %ﬁ&~te@~
thium. At the tine of which we speak,=-
about l???**tna venerable sachem of the war-
1ike tribe was well advanced in years, and,
left with his enly son aﬁﬁ n&if, e benoaned
the loss of his wife, who had died some time
previously. ¥ith no one to cheer his de-
¢lining vears, no hand tﬁ‘tﬁﬁd his fire or
prepare his frugsl meals, th&:wld.tyeﬁ
ieaned heavily on ﬁh@ sheulder of his beleved
son, a youth on the threshold of manhood, and
‘beagring his father's honored nape, Hte-tee-

thlume

wWith the passing of nany noons, the ever-ine

eressing loneliness turned the old chief's




inﬁ to brooding and ﬁraamiﬂg; anﬁ 50 1% was, o

‘that the cemin::@fnspring brought th@&ghts af‘
anmth@r kl@cch~man to £ill the void in kis

life, One ﬁight, as the father and son crau@h~~“
ed before the fliek&ring izra,’watching}silantw |
ly tﬁe‘éhanging;'fiaﬁﬁing flames ascend, |
fiﬁally, Ste-tee-thlum thus addressed his son:

“”%e*taemthlum, my boy, many noons have pasaaﬁ
since the Great Spirit called for your mamma.
Many suns have slipped away, leaving only grief
and sorrow; gladness has fled like the fleet-
ing deer of the forest. Long your papa has
maurnéd for her, and his snowy locks now tell
him that soon he toe, will take the trail for
the h&ypy‘huntﬂngwngﬁnds; Our grief and
respect for mamma has been welly but now we
must think and plan aniy for the living--Bte-
tee-thlum and his son. Two sune mere, at dawn,
Ste-tee-thlum takes his salt-chuck cance, well
manned, and starts for the islands te the north

in search of a princess among the friendly
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Nsnaimos, to comfort his remaining days,
and cheer our home, You my son, will go

with hin".

There was silence for some minutes, as the

fire burned low and hid the young man's

emotions. Then Ste-tee-thlum, the son,

spoke softly. "My papa, Chief Ste-tee~-thlum,
speaks like a great ty@é. He is vﬂry‘wiﬁég
&adness and grief, like the snows at the
fcaming of the Chinook wind, ﬁﬁ@ﬂ_paés away

and joy comes as the flowers that replace

 them. Yes, my papa speaks big words; his

gon is ﬁla& for him and proud to do his will,."

So it came to pass on the second day after,
as the first glints of the sun struck down

the brﬁaﬂ‘réaﬂﬁﬁead of 3uan“dawFu§a from the

" distant mountain tops, that Ste-tee-ihlum's
grand canoe, manned by six sinewy Clallam
paddlers, pushed out inte the choppy waters
of th@'Straix. - In the bow sat ﬁﬁe~ﬁaé~thl&m,

the =cn. as loeckout; while in the stern,
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decked with all the aceoutrements befitting te
the ohief, sat the noble sachem of %&@Adi&llﬂmg

te-tee-thlum, now alert and hapry in the

thoughts of his mlssion,

Straight to the northward,the course was wrﬁ@ﬁ&af

now riding the crests, and then l&aﬁjﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁﬁ»,
depths of the troughs of the great swells that

rolled inward from the open Peeific. Sure, from

countless contests with the treacherous sea, the

vﬁyagﬂra‘kﬁpﬁ %ﬁ their course; aﬁﬁ‘hﬁﬁﬁnﬁ not
its threatenings. Soon they ﬁ%ra‘ﬁaraﬁg the
Stralt, and enteriny the wide wﬁﬁﬂnﬁl botween
vhat were to be later known ﬁé'Vﬂﬂﬁ@ﬁV&r and San
Jusn Islands, they gained the more guliet waters
of lower De Hare Strait. It was mid-day now,

sp the &1&&&&$a iaﬁaed,iﬂ a sheltering cove, to

rest end eat thelir simple fare, Ry the time

the afternoon wss half spent, Ste~tee~thlum and

his band were nearing the domsin of the Nanalmos,

and alert for any sign of 1ts inhabitants. Leave
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ing the main channel of the Strait, they
entered a narrow body of water that led off
toward Nanaimo, and soon afterward caught
‘gight of a ap@@diﬁg canoe coursing in thqir
5&@& ﬁirawtﬁani With swift 5tr@kés‘tha‘ |
Clallams s@@n,QV@rﬁﬁmk ﬁha's@allﬁr eraft,
and observed it was occupied by a young
Indian woman with a»ér&w of girls at the
paddles. |

The demeanor and dress of the maiden at once
maraéﬁﬂ%gﬁ as a‘ﬁers@n of more than common
imp@rtamaé,‘and\&%@wﬁ&emthlum was not slow
in coneluding she must be the daughter of
some chieftain of the Nanaimo Tribe, Much
impressed by the Princess' charm and b@aﬁﬁy,
the old chief decided ﬁm‘maka~thﬁ best of
good rﬁrﬁun@,zand\withaut,the consent of her
fath@r; take the princess for ﬁig ¥« |
Forthwith he ordered his canoe along-gide

the other, and without any word of introduction
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or his intentions, reached over and drew the

astonished princess aboard his own araft,

With frightened scresms and much weeping

an@~ﬁ§§1133, the princess and her attendants
protested; but heeding not their frenzied

rémanstranaas,“ﬁtawt@a~thlnm ordered hiév

 canoe about and héadgﬁ with‘ﬁll speed for

his illahee mcross the Straits. Fearful of
pursuit, the crew lent all effort to their

paddles, aﬁd aided by the friendly ebbing

tiﬂa.reach&d the shores of the Giallama‘at
the dusk of evening. Heanwhlle the*kidn&ppad.
maiden wept bitterly and pleaded plteously

to be,feturnad to her people; bﬁﬁ'waﬁan;'
Snatching‘was noe new faatura.cf those coast-
wiaéynatiV&s,'se her imﬁartuﬁiti&s fell en
deaf ears. ?ﬁ@n realizing the futility of
her efforts, she stoically accepted the in-
evitable, thereby axhibitiﬁg a'characﬁﬁristie

trait of her race.
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 Tha al&l&am ﬂhiﬁf put his prize, the ”winawsa,"“‘
- in charge of- hhﬂ~ﬁiﬁ women of the %riba r@r

saf'e ?eapiugg aﬂd %ﬂan aanoumavd s big pot- ‘
. laﬁah or f&aﬁt to mﬁlﬁbﬁa%ﬁ hﬁa unming nnptia1$ ,fi\

with hhe aaytivﬁ 9rinuﬁ&s¢

‘ ﬁut 1ava (aven th& ﬂi&iiaW3 knaw %hw ;ajﬁ
had other plans. &ﬁawt&ﬂ»mlmr; the yew‘ it*‘, as
he witnessed the mvaumﬂdikw i&mmm m‘ hike
,fath&r, had felt uuuwﬂai tugs &t hiﬁ hﬂarﬁv |
strings when he bﬁhﬁlﬁ the lﬁ?ﬁly ?rinaaﬁs in
her waiden-paddled barge, and thﬂﬁa gﬂntle
sentiments hsd suffersd no abatement as hw &lyw
ly drank in her charpms as the snaa@eding &ava
pagsed. #Also, he Tound numerous aacaaigna to
be near the object mf'hix‘aﬁﬁiratﬁan, énﬁ 5&
look or agtion-wor that secret means of tele-
paﬁny which oniy lovers a&wm_t& Q@Ssasa#mmad@v
the maiden consclious of his feelingsy which in

turn, the Princess did not resent.
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Young & ta~ﬁa&~thlum Was now in deeyp ai&tresn Df

ﬁn‘fﬂﬁw could he gain,the Prinmass‘

mind and hﬁar
hanﬁ,&md at ﬁna sane time avoid offending his
honored rathar, the Chief? He, alae, might
kidnap her and flaﬁ the %ribﬂ, but ﬁhat *nvalvaﬁ

the loss of his father's @60& will, and his

fature aman@ hisg peoplé. khc, he cculﬁ not
follow thafvnours@.' Then again, he mighﬁ break
the nawa t¢ the Chi@ﬁgaﬁ& trust to nis paternsl
alffecticn daud goodness of h&art,‘ﬁ& ‘well as his
sense of rightyto d@ihim Justice, Kéﬁ, he

would take the latter course of action,

That night as they sat once more hefore the

smeldering fire, the young wan was unusually

quiet as he awaited an app@rtunity to broauh
the subject to the old thgf ‘his fathar; but
Bte~-tee-thlun wga«ﬁnﬁanallf Qui&t‘alae& and
seemed engrossed in hi s own Lninkinh.. For a
long time, he gave no hint that might open the
way for hi&,ﬁi@traught son to unburden himself.




At laststhe old

spoke in m@ﬁauraﬂ words that bespoke a

9.

n broke the silence, and

troubled mind: "This is the last day", he

began, "¥ith the next san‘ﬁtahﬁaewihlﬂm.haﬁ"

planned to take the ﬁanai&ﬁ'?riﬁﬂaas’far\hﬁﬁ
wifﬁ. Fifty winters have passed over biﬁ"
sinee he took your mam@g‘fﬁﬁ‘hié pride, Hany,
many summers we lived together happilys and
then the Great Gpirit saidy'Come'; and the
Ghief of the Clallams was left alone. lLong
§te-tee-thlum mourned her loss, and now hopes
to heal the wound by taking the young Princess
‘inl your mampa's plmm, But taniﬁhf%‘,, my BOon,
your father is filled with doubts and fears

of what a fow meons might bring. Long he has |
f@ugnt«thﬁ heasts ﬁfrﬁhﬁ faraat; and braved
the rearing waves of the big #utﬁr,uaafraidg

but nowshe is not sure of his course."

The old chief paused, as if expecting an angwer

from his son, but the young man was slow to
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jfarmulaﬁe\an %?pEQBtiéte reply. The fire

burned low, bnt'neither moved to replenish

it; but both gazed into the dying embers as

(if seeking an answer there,

4t last the asﬁ armse'haéitatingly, atid moving

to thé old man's aidé, placed his hand on his
father's Shoglder in an act of @ndaarmént;»
and falteringly spoke his mind: "Ste-tee-
thlum, Chief of the Clallams and my father,
has lived many winters; well and wisely has .
he rulad,_aﬁd-h&n@red and\respaetsﬁ, he stands
among his people and all the surrounding
tribés, Let not his son yraaume to advise
him, for he is but a girliin wiad@m”, There
was a long pause again, as the young man |
collected his thoughts and words; then he
éqntinuéd;' "Strange words my father speaks

when he says he is not sure of his course, for

always Ghiéf Ste~tee~-thlum has spokén wisely

and ruled Jjustly; and when he doubts, it must
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to rast his §é5f§‘fréﬁ@, and theﬂsnawy laﬂkﬁ

:are quicgdpm‘

1l

be that he 18 tirad and worn by the_m y

winters that %_pasged over him. He naed

that crown his hﬁad, saYy, "Eneugh, 19t an@th@rﬁ

f earry yeur burdsn" Wise men like my father,

listen to oth&rs* 80 be nat

angry whén &te»te&*thlum, the great Chief's

saﬁ, Spﬁ&kﬁ’hiﬁ nind, If his waréa be %h@SG
of a woman, let them fall at his own feet.
Six suns have passed since my father took

the Hanaimo Princess and‘piaﬁn@d,te nake her

hig wife, Hew he féals the fire of his

~ youth has burned low, and doubts the wisdom .

of it. The wise never over-ride their doubts.
Hy;rathar”leng has,b@rna the burden; he has
a son to carry it on from now, and Ste-toe-
thlumiﬁﬁ-father should léénlan his son's , 

shoulders, Let Ste-tee-thlum, the Chief and

~ Bte-tee~thlum, his son, be as one-«~the Chief

- for wisdom and direction and the son to bear

the lﬂaﬁo
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: ";s ta the Frincess, well my rather anW$, the

‘ winter and the summer eanmot m@rge; or else,
Ionly the frost ﬁa born ef rhe union. Just

,‘ﬁa, age and youth 3hau1u not unites athar~

: WiSé, the fruits are iny disappmimbments.‘

‘The Przncass is a ilawar in the bud, bte«taew

thlnm the Chﬂaf's san, @auld hladly care for

and nourish the flmwar, that the éraaﬂ name of

Chief mtewtee~thlum of all the @lallams may be

carripd mn and on, ﬂy fathﬁr,,yuur son has
spokan; let not the Chief say he speaks like

a woman",

The old Chief naifhar'épaka nbr‘mqved. Fixed
like one in a trance, he gazed and gazed inte
the fire bércra ﬂim:uﬁtil the young man feared
he had msad:thé wréng“ﬁactics in trying to
convinee his father. At last the old man slow-
ly rose to his feet; “wéiked to. the door of ‘the
lodge and looked éut intw’thﬁ night. He

gazed at the stars in their places, as if he
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expected a change in their positieng--so
changed were all things about him-~then ree
traced his steps to the fire ggsin,'and took

his accustomed place, The young man's heart

‘beat almost to bursting as he followed the
~0ld man's movements in the dim light afktﬁa'

lodge, and mementarily expected a bu?ﬁt of

rassionate displeasure. DBut there was g@ﬁther

word nor movement on the part of Bte-tee~-thlum,

for some time longer. The old Chief was fight-
ing his last battle--all with himself--and the

outcome was not yet decided.

Buddenly the Bachem of the Clallams arose;

straightened himself to his former magnificent

atﬁture;prQQﬂ the room bhack and forth several

times with old-time alacrity, and then paused

before his cowering son. Taking his boy by

the hand, he led him to the open doorway.
“See", he sald half sadly, the night is dark,
yet &t@é%eewthlum sees the stars shine through

its blackness". He paused a moment, then conw
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tinued, "When §te-tee~thlum my Béﬁfﬁéﬁ‘ﬁpékﬁn
’ _ . ?

_ his father's spirit turned as dismal as the

nights bdt*néw'he sees stars of hepe gliﬁfing

through the gloom and feels content, My son

~was right when he said his father was too old

to take th¢ ?r1ne®3$, thmughhhist$rﬁs were
as the blackness of the night to Ste-tee-thlum
vhen h@'ﬁéar&(ﬁhﬁﬁgl‘ﬁut now your father sees
the stars shine through—his glory and nis

power reflected through his son, The Princess

" is yours, my song take her, and may your lodge

rwsaund*ta the echoes of laughing children, as
%te~tgeéthlum my son hecomes Chief of the
(lallams in his father's stead. 'Qteat@eethlum,
Chief of the Clallams has spoken; with the

new sun, so shall it be,"

Father and son returned to their accustomed

places by the fire, where, long inte the night,

they talked of past and d@miﬁg events,
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CCHATTVE 1T

& Clallam Romance

With the rising of the sun, the Clallam
capp was astir with plens for a great day.
Chiel §ta-tee~thlum had let it be known t@

the head men aud old women of the tribe,
that his son was ﬁuceaaﬁing himyh&th*in

power and marri&be to the Hamaimc Princessy

while t@wt@awthlum,thm son, him&wlﬁ, had

Ehurriﬁd to aaqu&iﬁt the Priuc&sa wi%h the

giad tidings. .. ..

By ﬁidudaygtha whal@ tribe was assambl@d‘in
“ an£war to the f&ﬁ~nara1ae&‘invitatian't@

the nuptlals of the old Chief and the

Hanelme Princess. Many from distant pmin#s
along ﬁhexﬁtxait\cam§ in their gaily-decked
nggaes and gmrm&nts.“ﬁﬁy loudly beaten
Tomtons and hurrylog mwésaﬁgars, all were

cslled before the biy tribal house to wite

- hess the great event. Unssips and hestily
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ﬁiapatwh&é heralds qui@k@y unnﬁunead ﬁhﬁ HUD=

pr*aina change 5ffpr@ﬁram, which was r&c&ivaa

with m&ny gled HYp?&bﬁiﬂnﬁ of approvals

Drepsed in all the r@gmlia of his hiﬁﬁ\ﬁfriéa,

‘_aud~h§£ring‘ﬁimaéif as begt hﬁ‘céaﬁﬁ;'wiﬁh his

son iikewise attired, the old Chief took his

place at the entranpe to the tribal house .

Soon a gaily decked procession of chanting
woren and maldens appesred, egcorting the beauti-
- ful Frineﬁsﬁg her raven~black hair snd her dress

~decorated with all the feminine trinkets and

ﬂ&b&llighm@ﬂts'ﬁhefski&l of the wemen of the

“tribe could devise, Before the great house the

procession halted, and the Princess, attended by

her maids of honor, took her plece on the oppo-

site side of the Chier.

The old Sachenm then stepped forward several

paceg, and Lifting his srm to command attention,

began to speak: "Tiilikum braves of the Clallamst

S§a~m@a~th1um, your Chief, calis you ta'liataa,
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He hag big words to speak; words that mean
éuah to the great Clalliem nation. Many
meens, many summers, many winters have passed
since Bte-tee~thlum became your Chief. He

was young then, and strong as the bear, flest

a3 the elk, and led you te victery, both in

war and on the chase, Now the Clallam's

name is honored and feared by all of the
trihbes on the ghores of our grest gseaj and
n@ﬁe dares to attack us. Ve éra at paaeé,
and mway the Great Spirit grant the Clallams
many sunmmers more without s conflict. Your
children and women wander at wiil; and ne
skulking invader ever molests thém; but Ste-
tee~thlum reminds you, it was net always so.
Hy men have been wise and brave, and have
always stoed by thelr Chief; and now he would

commend you for that loyalty.

"But time hes nade Ste-tee-thlum old. HNow he

feels the weight of many winters, Hils locks
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”a#&‘iiké"thé'&naﬁavwnﬁ@wﬂgﬁ_%iympnsg his step

has lost its spring; and soon he must heed

the call to the Happy Hunting Grounds, Yet,

Ste~tée-thium 18 proud Yoday. His son is @

mang  his son Ls strong, handsone and bravee-

worthy to lesd the Clsllsms in the footsteps

3

ders

of Chief Ste-tee-thlum, Un his she
your Sachem's muntle soon will fall, Braves
of the Ulaliam Tribe, hohold your coming Chlefl !

Peo I hear vour glad spprovals®

The olt Chief stood still and ﬁil@nt, niis robes

of office well setting off his stature; his

noble face was sober and confident as he

anticiputed the Clallams' reply. Like the

rippling of the sspen Leaves when a gentle

breece breaks the calm, the Claliawm hosts slow-

1y began to stir. Then, as the import of the

- words of thelr Chief wers fully eomprehended,

H
/

a8 oné man, countless arms weved back and ferth,

and one mighty voice roared and echoed confir-
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mation of the Chief's proposal.

Calmly Ste~tee-thium watched the swaying

tumult ntll the din had partly ceased;

7&&&3, anthused by his paqyiel@ TEBPONSEE,

he again raised his arm for silence and con-
tinued his mrétiﬂn,‘ "Gix suns have passed
ginge Hte-tee-thlum rékmrnﬁ& from the 1aﬁd
of the Nanalmos with the Fﬁiﬁaasﬁs slx suns

sinée he sald he would mﬁka her his wife,

‘Buﬁ‘tna Ureat Oplrit says, 'Ho, it is not

wine, Ote-tee~thlum is old; the fires of
youthful passion burn very low; the Princess
is young and sprightly. It will not do.

Give the maiden to the Chief's son, who is
happy to take her, and she plessed to be his
bride,* The words of the Ureat Spirit are
wise and gdéd;ﬁ fte-tee~thlun says 1t shall

be done,"

Then the old fachenm stepped back, ‘took the

hand of his son and that of the Princess and
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~ placing them hand-in-hand before the assem~

vled throng, he concludeds "“iy son, the
Prineess 1g your bridey nmy daughter, Jte-

tee=thlum is your husbend. Ste-tes-thlum,

Chief of the Clalloms, gives to you both his

blessing." Loud cheering marked the end of

the Chief's proclamation, ss the friendly

 Clallams pushed forward to yreet the happy

lovers.
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CHAPTER TIX

deven Eons and & Daughter

%huﬁ, as just related, legend and traﬁiﬁian

‘record the founding of the grest “House of

- Ste-teew-thlum®, the great-grand and grand

;{m.&"@nﬁﬁ@f :‘*i?}&h{km@i'y ‘nhma@ nane .zw,s been
iinked with so much in the ésrly history of
Bellingham Pay. -

i

Intriguing it would be, to follew the descens

dants of thet illustrious family, and their
iuf&ﬁéﬂéé'aa the subseguent hiﬁﬁmry'éfithe‘
Claliams down to the time of the first white
settlements on the Peninsula. That Mrs. |
Marion C. Vincent of Sequim has skilfully
done, even ﬁﬁpiiéﬁing the long Einmkéﬁd :
tracing the fortunes and calamities even to

the present day. But the subject under cone

-sideration cells for no such devicus meander-

ings through legend snd story.
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‘The union of the young Clallan €hief and the

Hanaimo Princess wes a happy and prolirie one.
To them were born in the course of not too

many years, seven sons and one daughters-

~ the last link in the chain. Interesting in

this story, ehiefly because of their musicale-

~ but almost unpronounceable--numes weres Tuls-

ma-tum, Ta~-what-ski, ﬁa—quamﬁnith, Qﬁéwniwa~seﬁg
Wheeyux and Lacheka-nin, six of the maﬁ&g ‘ahd
the last the @niy»ﬁaugﬁtar_anﬁ'yamngest, BeoWe=
itﬁéa, she of the singing nawme, aud'grm&t~gfand~
mﬂth@r:af our source of information, Mrs..

Harion C, Vineent of Gequim.

Prominent iﬁ the Clallam Tribe down through the
yoars, the brothers, oither as Chiefs or lesser
leaders, were asamci&tﬁd'with & numbey of
historical events, In general the Glallans
were agalnst the white man'sg @nnrmachﬁ@ntﬂ on
their domaln, which reached from Hood Canal on

the esst, to the land of the Makah at Heah Bay.
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Oy sav&tal aﬂgasi@ua theiy vaa&a&aﬂr& ﬁﬁ?ﬂlﬁﬂﬁ&

into near open Wﬂgfﬁrag i once alwost rwaam@a
the atage of & general HRBBECTH which wag only
ﬁrﬁ#ﬁntﬁﬁ by the influence of one or two Indlan

frionds of the aetﬁl@ra~

The Pirst @ﬁi&ﬂﬁ& &n ﬁhia amnmaatimn Lok p&a@a
in ﬁhﬁ w&nﬁ&r of 1827, and swwmer of '833. ”ha‘-
hu&&am=3 ﬁﬁy mﬁmyanw Wiﬁh‘nﬁﬁﬁquﬂrﬁﬁﬁﬁ 8t Ford
?aﬁaauvwr on the Columbie ﬁ&var, hed, in the Lorew
port of 1827 ﬂﬁmylatﬁé the post of Ph, wangley on
thﬁ‘#rﬁﬁ&rNﬁiﬁﬁ#g antd in ﬁﬁ%ﬁmhﬁr'ﬁf ﬁhatlyaar,
sent slexander Holenzie, e elerk, and four com
‘panimns with ﬁzapatenaa from the Colusbis to the
ﬂ@w pout, whick tﬁaw reached hg way of uww&itﬁ -
| @@wmagm‘anm the ﬁaunﬁ_af%ﬁr & Journoy ﬁf twaﬂ%yn
" one deys. On the 27th of that wonth the party
started by whtide on the return trip, dntanding Yo
take the shﬁ?@&ﬁ-xéuhﬁ by ﬁay of Hood Canal.
While tamped ut night neer the envirens of Port

Towngend, thelr ﬁﬂﬁﬁfﬁ&ﬁ'&ﬁﬁﬁaﬂﬁ%ﬁ the attention
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of the Clallams of that place who during the night

-attacked the camp and kiiled all five of the men,

and sade e priﬁengr of & native woma WHO wWag
aaammpahyin@ them. Some time afterward news of

ﬁa@*ﬁaﬂtardly act reached Vancouver., Since the

Company made & practice of punishing sav@rély'ény

- such infravt4an5 of gwwé ﬁ@n@rum vn hh& r&rt of

the naﬁivea, ?hiaf Factor, Ur, John %@Lﬂughlin, at

‘aﬁGWKb&gaﬂ @rﬂparatiuuﬁ for a punitive am}editian

to prevent any rﬁpat&tiaﬁ'mf»auah ki gh«ﬁaﬂﬁﬁﬁ &ction-

Accordingly, in the summer of 1828, Chief Trader,

-ﬁeﬁariakﬁﬁa%mﬁé with sixnty well armed nen was sent

by the Cowlite route to the Sound, from ﬁhi@h‘pﬂiﬁt
they war@A%m‘ﬁrméaad by eances to hdmiralty Inlet,
and there await the arrival of the Conpany's ship,

GCadboro, which hed been dispatched by way of the

Columbia and Juan de Puca Strait. bBnroute ﬂoﬁn

: tha(&mun&, ¥eleod's perty met a bend of € lallams

and engagiﬁﬁ then 1n batt&@, killed aigkt of them.
The main Lamg nf the Indians at §Qr£ mewnaand on

i
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learning of the fate of their fellow tribesmen,
and obgerving the arrivel of the Cadboro off
their village, fled to the Dungeness and pre-

pared to defend ﬁheir main encampment,

McLeod,fearing'th@*ﬁl&ilams would kill the
captive woman if he attacked, entered into a
parley to recover her. The Clallams agreed to

glve her up on the morrow, but failed to do so,

"and,auntinued delaying tacties for five days;

all the while présaing Meleod to send his ine
terpreters into their camp to negotiate. But
féaring treachery, ﬁe refused, Through a
friendly Chief of another trive, Mchéoé then
sent word to the Indians, that he only wanted
to punish the murderers and rescue the woman,
but the natives arrogantly refused to give
them upy and the émi&sary at hha same time re-
ported that the Clallams were pre_parimg & trap.
Peeling that further forbearance would not

bring the desired results, Mcleod ordered Lieu-
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tenant Simpson, commander of ﬂhe Cadboro, to
fire a few cannon shots intm'théﬂclallam
village; and under cover of the barrage, he
lanéaa and burned the Indian's camp along with
all their storé55 the Gléllams having fled to

the forest at Simpson's first shot. Some

'farty cances on the besch also were destroyed.

Three days later, the natives, evidently
having recelved enough of their own kind of
m@dicin%,‘gave,np the woman captive, but stlll

refused to surrender the murderers.,

Thinking 1t lnexpedient, to attack the Clallams
in their forest retrest, Meleod returned to
Port Tawnﬂghd and burned the large village
there. That was a severe blow, since it con-
sisted of many nf th§‘aedaraﬁlab hous@a~similar
to the ones at Dungeness. Concluding that he
had probably given ihe haughty Clallams plenty
to ﬁhink}ébout, McLeod then withdrew his forces

and returned te Vancouver,
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’”mubﬁequenhly, th@ mgmpany ;earna& thraugh

:r&auﬁly Xnﬁ&ang that the @xp@ﬁiti@n had

1k1llnﬁ ﬁw@ntynone of tha Clellans, amang

mham were two of hh@.muréarars; aud that the

 tribe itself had meted euﬁ.%hﬂ'aama,pmnishmmat

to the others for briﬁg&ng'wn 3%@&‘&*&%&&%&

trous calemity hj their &treaiaus anhian@;

- The lesson tam&ht by haLﬂaé and his Hen was

evidently well taken to heart by the Clallams,

for during all the nany y@afsyaftﬁrward, al-

%hpﬁgh 5h@ fur company's nen were constantly
aﬁ the wgfarﬁ of the Lound and the 3ﬁ?&it§i‘
never aéﬁﬁ Uld ‘the Ulaliams inﬁerf&ra with

any of 1ts travalinb parties.

The House of fte-tee-thlum, that is the seven
sons and heowsit-sa, thavdaughﬁar, weresalong
with their descendants, in the course of
Talny yaars, scattered the full length of
Jman é& Fuﬁa‘&%r&it,~f#mw Port Townsend to

Meah Bay. During that time, those one~-
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in contact with the first white explorers that

enterad the great inland seas. Lack-ka-nim,

the youngest son of dte-tee-thiuwm, haé ﬁade hig

'ﬂbmﬁ& at Port ?anaenﬁ by time Ca§ﬁﬂ&ﬂ Gaarga :

Vancauver aaﬁlﬁd inte Juan de Fucavﬂtrait in

7 S
1?92* @nd hiﬂ saﬂ, Chetaemakﬁ, often told the

rst»whites at Port mannaand how hiE iathar
and unala% werﬁ frishtﬂnad bj the tﬁe 1&?@9
V?sﬁals &q tﬁﬁy’wk : Jfﬂﬁlﬁﬂé the waters with

their big white ﬁax;s;-z;hﬁ ﬁ‘pair,ar_immause

swans. For safety, he said, they all tock to
the woods until they discoverad the vessels
wore manned by men differing only in color from

themselves. Later they met Vancouver when ga

landed, and traded #iﬁh some of the saillors,

Bhen Alfred A. ?1nmm$r and Chsvles Buchelder
cape to Port Townsend in 1851, as the first
aaﬁtlﬁrs; they found a large village of the

‘lallamg with some five hundred not too friend-




3

Chetzemoka, "The Duke of York"
; ‘and .
- "Queén Victoria®

His unﬁumant

Tai Valley fiom
Sentinel Rock
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Ly imhdbitﬁnt$« Over the trihe, ruled the 8on

,af Laayuyannim, whose tauaueutwisting nane

aausﬁd the whites to dub him®Eing &eargﬁ".
His brother they named "The Duke of York"; the

Duke's wife was known as “Yueen Victoria", and

their wan “Phe ¥Frince afr%aleaﬂg*whila anéther

menber Qf ﬁh& fa;ily hecame "ﬁhinn Lin" or

‘Janny Lind,, xhus did’ those imaainativa paataf]ffﬂ
" of the xringa of &LVil&ti@ﬂg both, humorausly
aaﬁglmutayh@ricaily de&ianuta thosge Qlailam |
"ﬁmfﬁa of Port @gwnaenw, and at the sume time

Tlatter ﬁhazr"&zmpla agoilsm,

King George, much given to the use of the white-

man's firauwat@r, was not taa friendly to the

rirﬁﬁ wwttl@rﬁ or hls own ralﬁﬁiana, and ffnaliy

‘in an exhibition af.ikl»tamp@r, he took his

canoe and. deserted his native vi Lage. Kistory

raﬁuyda that he nade his way to &alifurnia,
where he marmiad a white waman‘anﬂ~haaaaﬁ Lo
tﬂ?@ﬂtﬁd in the oyster bu&iness in.%an Francisco,.

i
fe %amght a partnershlp in a sahaan@r used in
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huainass, but bis lﬁan%ng Ytoward hard drink got

*him epbroiled in a drunken row on board; amd

'whﬁvdiﬁapgaarmd,\nwvar to be heard of againe it

was reported that he fell overboard but his

' nephew, The Prince of Wales, always contended

" he was thrown into the sea by his inebriate

ebnpanions.

The King's brother, Chetzemoka-~the Duke of

York to the whites--assumed his clder brother's
sphere of power in the tribe, bub counter to the
ﬁxngfﬁ sntagonism to thaahitﬁsiﬁha was ever the

friend of the pale~face settlers,

fihe-yux, the father of 8'-yah-whom or “Sehome",
who was the sixth son of Ete-tee-thlum, also lo-
cated at or near Port Townsgend, and r&iagd‘hiai‘
family there, At least one son and two daughters

were bhorn, somewhere during the time the"Royal

Family";nf.hﬁahuka~nim'w&£ being resred, and the
~cousing were probably closely assceiated., Since
| ﬁh&tﬁam@ka (The Duke of York) was born about 1808,
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that glves an apyvuﬁi&ata date for the birth of ;‘:
:$'~yah~whnm ("Behome"), the subject of this

'F&Eﬁﬁahu As pr@v¢vuﬁ1y stated, "&ahom@" was nat

ﬁi&‘&&allam~nawe. -%he somewhat gapid yrmnuncium
tion of the 8'evahewhom with accent nﬁ\ﬁﬁé‘firaﬁ
3v¢lablf, gives ﬁlﬁﬁ&t the ﬁABGt aarruptaﬁ form

adopted in the eoariy aays on Beliingham an.

In 18%2, the Duke of York went to San Franclsco

on one of the brigs engaged in the found-8an Fran-

ciseo trade, and while there was much impressed
ﬁyﬁﬁh& ﬁﬂmner of whitaa‘an&,&he high iifm of the
City; an influence that grestly géﬂﬁirmﬂﬁ his
Qﬁinimn that the Indiang éf the Hound Gmuntny
Ebauld rewpatn friendly with the setilers or else
eventually be exterminated by ﬁhaiﬁ

The fact that Governor dtevens had by énrong_par—
suasion induced most of the tribes in waaﬁington
@arr£t@ry to sign peace treaties did ﬁmt secure
the desired end to hostilities., The Yakimas were

especislly restless, and sent enissaries among




i e

Chief Shelton, Mrs. Ruth
(Sehome) Shelton and Mrs,
Harriette Dover
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the Bound Indianm to Lain thaﬁr aid in &riving
“out thoe white mai?*

&t Point No @@iu%, in Jauuarg 1855, Governor Mﬁ;
ﬁtekus raragnimad Phet“emaka, The Duke of Xerk,
“ua Chief of the Clallams in King &ﬂmr&@'s stead'
anﬁ secured his signature to the trnat%? an act
the Duke never repudiated. - But in spite of the

Governor's treaty, the Indlaus were in general
hﬂﬁmﬁmeﬁ more and more resistant to the influx
of the settlers. Refore th@'yﬁﬁr was cloused,
Indian RBunners spread the call for & great coun-

@il of the tribes at Port Hadison. The conference,

- wttended by nearly & thousand delegates from the

various tribes met in U&aambér, and the nrocaaﬁw
ings took & very inflamitory turng and but for
, tﬁﬁ‘eanaﬁlxﬁting_iﬁfluana@a\ﬁf The Tuke of Yark,
¥ho representod the Clallems, and Chief Seattle,
fprcbably would have started the horrors of a
general m&ﬁﬁ@@$@~ But Chief ﬂemttim refused to

enter such an &&rﬁezant, while the Duke of York

%
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pled eloquently f@f pesce between the two races.

The Council broke up without any decision for
war, but many of the more radicsl 1aaﬁers‘went

hack to thair %ribﬁs deterpined to lead then

into revolt against the whites and the r@ﬁently

signed tresties.

" On returning to Fort Townsend, The Duke of York

found his Clallam subjects unwilling to ablde by'.
the terms of the council's agreemont, and en-
amﬁragéﬁ by the §artiai‘suée95863 of the maraud-
ing ﬁmrﬁﬁaﬁn’&néi&na, 8 lhrgﬁ band of Clallans
mﬁ‘er‘mm 't“*hi;ﬂf b’lOW’-es-#fén ia‘zma&i on Horth Beach

with the avmwaﬁ 1nﬁant1@n of axt&rminﬂting the

aatzlamﬁnt ef Port Townsand, ?hﬁ ﬁuka nent
among the plotters and tried to &igsu&ﬁa thﬂm
from their purpose, and at the same time warned
the ﬁeﬁﬁierg'uf their danger. The Clallams,
eraged hy bad wﬁiskay, disregarded The Duke's

advice and wao f&m'.t 6§ Clow=es«ton's son who alse: was

for pesce, Far ninﬁ daysy The Du%e>plaaﬁaﬁ with

his people for peacw, and each morning sat on
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the big rock in Kah Tai Valley with his blamket
over his head as a pre-arranged signal to the
whites that they were st111 in danger and to

look to their arms for dafense.‘ But on ﬁh@

‘tenth day, Th@ Duke appaarea s uaual With his

blankat over his haaﬂ, and then suddanly arising
with a great shout, he threw his blanket far _
from him as a signal that the COlallams had given
up t?g plann&d attack, and Port Townsend was

safe,

01ld Clow-esw-ton, peeved at the miscarriage of

his plot, and vexed at his son for standing with

Phe Duke of York for peace, threw water on the

young man's fire, %hieh act under the code of
the Clallams was an inﬂultiﬁg show of contempt.
ﬁtn%@ by‘tnagreprmach of his father, as weiqas
the ignominy in the eyes of the tribe, the Chief's
son went out imtméth&‘deep woods during the night
and hung himsaif%. Stricken with grief and re-
morse by the uﬁt@%arﬁuinrn of events, old Clow-

‘asﬁnan, as ﬁﬁ-asﬁ,af'appeaaemen@, invited all the
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settlers %o his son's funersls and then entersd
inte & pagee agreswant thet the tlsllans faithe
fu&iy*kﬁwt evar wfter, '7 |

The rﬁak on which ﬂﬁﬁ#&ﬁmﬁﬁﬁ 86 ﬁraﬁaﬁiaaily

actad his p&rt, is now kunown ag F&aﬁ&ﬁ&i h%ﬁk,

and constitutes one &f Park wﬁ@naﬁnﬁ*ﬁ ﬁ%%ﬁr
noints of én%aras% to attragt ﬁhﬂ aﬁ tention af
outalde visitors. Chetgemoka, @f\&ﬁ& Tuke of

York as the old ﬁi&ﬁrs f@ﬁﬁly ﬁﬁﬁi&ﬁ h&wg aftey

instyucting his son, The Prince of Yales, to
always weop lnviolate the tresty with the whites,

died in 1886, in,m%m@gﬂiﬁiﬁﬂraf his great loyality
sné servies o the pale-fuge sttlers at Port
Townsend, he was given gfﬁghiaﬁ‘fﬁm@wai of ufe
upual a&#&m&ﬁyg g over hﬁ&lﬁﬁﬁ¥% they set up

‘ﬁx@ﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁuﬂﬁﬁfm&ﬂﬁﬁﬁaﬁ baaring %h&'zwﬁérigﬁi@ga

CHETBHUOKA
- June 23, 1868
{The juke of York)
"The ¥hite Hen's Frisndg®
e Honor His ﬂﬁmé
To further henor Vort Townsend's grest benefactoer,
the oity pubiieiy d@é&ﬁa*ad pretty 1ittle Chetsoe




Sentinel Roek M Port Pewnoend.
Tirs w‘“‘%‘:ﬁﬁ“'m&m‘m“ of

rst se 0 or
attack 3y the Clallam Imdians in 1838,

ﬂhﬂm Furk, Port Townsend
Nedicated %0 She Memory of
*The %ﬂmw rﬁ.m;
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moks Park, that the grateful citizens ﬁighﬁ gver

be kept mimarul ar the Cla&l&m Shieflgha bt
friended thﬁm mn fheir hour of ﬁang&#a

‘»iwhﬁwyux (hi& ﬂranﬂ«daughtﬁr, Brg, ﬁuth Shelton,

:aﬁﬁ he wus known ss Gquhequay 8t ftamish Islahdi‘_i,*

" and his aan, & wyahwwhnm.,er "Gehome® apposr to

;have taken no amtive part in affairs around Port
7%@@& Bnd, but that is probably agﬂﬂuntad for by
the Iact that Whe-yux's wife wns a hhagit WOmAN .
an&’ﬁéﬁh he and his son, &'-yah-whom, spent
- much of their %&ggtﬁﬁifhu nadnlend around the
mouth of the ﬂamiﬁh Kiﬁﬁr and the immedlate
u’v1¢in1%y of Samish Esihnﬁ. tihe-yux's wife was
Tsa-tos~ia, the &aughtﬁr of Helda~gupa~-ah, a
Mukah from Nesh Bay, and Tal-tai-hamah, & Clallam.
As far ss known, Whe-yux or 8quh-quay ond his
wife, Tsa~tog-ia, had two daughters, and only
one gon, 5'yahewhom-~the "Hehome" of the Tirst
gettlers on Bellingham Bay.
kﬁhilﬁ visiting ot the home of his grand-mother

at Samish, 8'vah-whom ("Sehome") becsme infatua-
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ted with the charms of a Samish Princess named

Tai-swat-olitsa of Saumish Island, whoge father

‘was Cha-das-kadim the son of Whac-taelub of

upper Eamish (Jarman Prairie) and a Skagit

woman; and whose mother was G2a$~ﬁawﬁmhﬁ,

the daughter gg‘d@yawmmztn a Q&mi$ﬁ hn@r**~~“~~~?

a Sanish women,

By comparing the ages of #'yahewhon's éhiidren
with known dates of events with which they were
connected, the time of His murriage to the
Bamish Princess was ﬁr@h&biy.bﬁﬁwﬁen‘lﬁaﬁ and
1842, Of the event, we oan only use imagination,

but 1t was, no aaubt, quit@ a “Soclal Affair®,

hansiﬂariug the paaﬁtimn of the ﬁﬂnﬁraetwn&

partia&. Prabably it sook glaae at the Indian
Village on Samish Ysland with the usual rites
and Testivities pecullsr to that Tribe's tra-

ditions,

After the event Just related, ©'yahe~whom

[i“%éﬁmmﬁ“) made his residence with the Samish




Chief Shéltoﬁ'é Toféms, ét ﬁhé Eﬁée
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e

gogulred thoe Chieftalnshlp over the

38.

sgland of the sa

e LLEe .

wie close to
the mouth of the Tt is row
jolned to the apish Flate by & Pillsd-in
causeway across the slough, wileh provides wa
oublet to pdigen. 1% was sn laeal place Irom
the standpeint of the tribe, since 54 wus
Bigh and dry In eontrsst Lo the boggy btide=

flate that extended severed nplles lalsudg

mouth of the river, and

Gr Gusy approach o the
clam beds. Peling heavily tiebered, the Island

ai'forded protection and a plentious supply of

* . . LB e L PO oy . “U R N R A PRSI R
fivewocd. after his allience wilh the Damish,

teyvahi-shon seldon went back to the home of his

srcestors 8t Bungeness, and by the Llae Lhe

warly whiltes srrived on

.

tribe . his adopticn.
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Of St'yvah-whom's doings on Gamlsh Island before
the advent of the white men on Bellingham Bay,
history is silent aud tradition preftty well
losts but between the first of the '40's and
the arrival of Captain Henry Hoeder and K. V.
Peabody on the Bay in 18y2, four chilldren wers
born on the Island. They were: Leyamsalth
(Julie), Tsi-swaht-olltsa (Emily), Ya-sim~tsa
($ally) and Cha-das-kanin (ﬁan).‘ After the
Chief made his home on the Pay In 1855, the

last ehlld Shevas-tenoe (Huth) wes added to
19

the family.
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CHAPTIR IV D
K., C. FITZHUGH, SQUAW-MAN OF BELLINGHAM BAY

It is neither the writer's intention nor concern

to deal with the small, but hardy group of

‘fpionears that, under varying impulsesand re-

sources, in the first four years after 1850,
planted themselves on the not too friendly shores

of Bellingham Bay; but one, at least, 1s so

intimately involved in the story of the §'yah-

whom ("Sehome") elan, and theapplication of the
name' to local nomenclature, that he and the part
he acted in the drama of early life on the Bay,

cannot be passed by casgually.

Edmund Clare Fitzhugh wss born near Iredericks-

 burg, County of Stratford, Virginia, in 1820,

He was educated at Georgeltown College, Washinge

- ton, D.C., and at the age of twenty~five,'began

his politlical career by heing elected to the
General Assembly from his home county in 1846,
Enticed by the glamor of the Forty-nine Gold




The o0ld H.C.Barkhousen
Homestead at Fidalgo

4 Y

+ Samish Island from the i
Causeway over the Slough ‘
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Rush to California, te arrived in San Frane
aiadﬁ1ﬁhat vesr, and began tha.praﬂtina of
lew with Kdmund Randolph and 4. P, Crittenden

20
aa,pgrtmuray

For five years he continued in the law business,

~and when the Bellinghsm Bay Coal Gompany was

argaﬁiged‘tharﬁ, to open the lately discovered
deposits, found by Hewitt and Brown on the site

Qf'what later bhecame Sehome, Fltzhugh was sent

. north to act as gensral manager. He arrivedst

~ the mine early in 1874, and in June, for five

hundred shares of company stock, purchased for

the company the donation land claim of Captain

W H.{Fﬁﬁﬁtiﬁyﬂy‘OK.Whiﬁh the coal outeroppings
1 | ‘

wore located. Ile alsc bought the C. ¢, Vail

claim adjoining for $500. Shortly afterward,

in 1859, Go C4 Vail ﬁald}ﬁiﬁvshare in the mine
to James Tilten for $600, and then Tilton dise
posed of his interests to the Company for &H500.
%hua}Fitahugh as part owner and superintendent
had full contrel of the Iownslte,




&
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The sian, Fitahugh, was a person of meny cone
trasting parts. Of him, o blographer in

| 2z
summing up his personal qualities sayss

' "He was & born fighter, quick %o tuke offense,

absolutely fearless and self-willed; follow-
ing his code of honor w&th@ut thought of cone
seguences, but %&thal, a man of superior ine
tellect and many kindly impulses; generous,
hoayitshl@, impulsive, gelf-Indulgent, honest,
brave." With such a list of qualitles, and so

disconcerting, no wonder his was a life of

.fruatrmﬁimﬁ; not-with-standing his sany appare

ent amenmpiiahmam%s.

Probably, the most capable man in the infant
settlenent on the Bay, Ldmund Clare Fitzhugh
stood, int@ikﬁaﬁually head and shouldersg above
his fellows; and ss for business acument,
none could npyraaaﬁ_himy Where others could
not meet financial obligaltions, and were com=
pelled to mortgage thelr holdings, Fitzhugh
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was tba,financiaﬁgémd took their paper at such
exhorbitant rates as 3% per anth.‘ A natural
leader, anaﬁﬁﬁaud of that diﬂﬁincﬁian, he was
%hétaombﬁaunty Auditor, Inapaahar.uf Customs,
local Indian Agent, one @f‘ﬁha ca@mitt&a that
bﬁilt the %Whatcom Trail to the Frasér River
Mines in 1858, and Eilitary 41d to Governor

Stevens, as well as Associate Justlce of the

Supreme Court of Hashington Territory, by

-appointment of President Buchanan, all these,

and Superintendent of the Bellingham Bay Coal

Mines also,

Edmund €, Fitzhugh arrived on the Bay in early

1854, Bearcely had he taken up his duties

and become a fixture at the Coal Mines, when
h@‘began to toy with the charms and affections
of the aimplaamﬁn@ﬁd maidens of tha‘surrcunﬂing
Indian camps, True, he wasg hut following the

example aet‘byﬁmanylﬂthérs of that tipe. Cast-
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ing about for a suitable candidate to grace
his lodging maar tne 1ne, and being quite
particular as to quality, as befitﬁ@ﬁ his
high position in the coﬁﬁunity; he bhetook

himself to the Lummi Heservation and rather

ostentatiously requested Chief Chowitzit

to provide him with a Lummi maid of royal
line in the tribe.

Now the old Chief, though friendly with the
whites at Whatcom ¥alls and the Coal Mines,
was not too responsive to Fitxhugh'swrﬁquast,‘
and angwered somewhat elusively in jargons
"Wake alta Nesika halo tenas kloochman'j

ﬁiot now. %e have no young wnm@n.“) Then,
when he noticed disappolntment in the whi?e~
man's face, Chowitzit added: "Kon~a-way
iskum kopa hulwol-me man, Mike klatea-

wa kopa Samish, Tyee 8'-yahewhom toke-tee-

o-kus-tee"; (411 taken by other men., You go to




Bamund Clare FPitshugh

H. @:@Mﬁhﬂﬁﬁ

] e T e — e — -—

m o

Julie (Julia) Sehome
Firat wile of B.CoFitzhugh; later
wife of H.CeBarkhousen
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Samlsh. Chiaf?S»l§ah-@h@m~(“ﬁaham@") has a pretty’

L Ee T

daughter".,)

Peeling keenly the result of Chowitzit's unre-
gponsive answer, Fitzhugh, never~the-less, at

once hung onto the Chief's suggestion that he go

to Samish, and the implication thatl success, might

rewaprd a visit to old §'-yah-whom. He therefore, =
questioned the Lummi fachem with interest concern-
ing the Sami&h Chief's daughter and learned that
the dﬁsky;pp;negssﬂwas about sixteen years of age,
and‘in the eyes of the ﬁativé gallants, very
beautiful, Convinced that "nething ventured,

: néthing gainéd", Fitzhugh decided to make the

long trip southwards; and, to bolster his chances
for success, persuaded Chowitzit to send along

two of his chief tribesmen as sp@cialiemmisaries
in the whiteman's behalf, to vouch for the high
position of the sultor, and the great benefits
that would result from an alliance baﬁwaén the
Samish Chief and the white Tyee on Bellinghawm Bay,

if sealed by the hand of the princess, his daughter.
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thzhugh *hen furthmr bargained with the Lummi

fcr one mf the l&ﬁtwr‘s salt~chuak canoes and a

erew to man it, and than,having showered on the

“old Chief words of gratitude and a sultable gift

for his ald, the lord of the Bellingham Cosal

Mines set out across the Bay to his home.

Having beforévhe left, instructed the emiﬁsariés

to plek him up with the canoe at the liines early
naxt mérning, Fitzhugh was sﬁraining his gaze
westward over the great expanse of the Bay soon
after sunrise. Knowlng the fickle nature of the
Indians in their dealings with the whiteman, he
was restless leagt they fail him; but soon the
sun, peeping over ﬁh@'big hill back of thﬂnwine,
revealed the glint of flashing paddles a mile or
two aways; so Fitzhugh'ﬁ héavt begaﬁ to.glaw.
with expectation., With many gifts for the Samish
Chief, and trinkets for the princess, as well as
food for the canceemen and alds, Iitzhugh was
standing ready on the beach by the time the

Lummis drew up to the landing, "Cla-hovw-ya,
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nika tili-kum?" (Greetings my friends,) he saluted
them as they scrambled ashore from the canios;
"Negika hi-as kloshe'; ( we are very well",) the
go0d natured natives replied, showing in their
fﬂﬂﬁé?k&&ﬂ éﬁtiaipaﬁimn of an enjoyahle trip.
“Kwnésﬁ'ﬂé-ﬁika %lat»awwa ko-pa ﬁﬁmiﬁﬁ*;‘( #hen

do we startfor Samishe")

Lyeing his cvew with deep sstisfaction, the ardent
Fitzhughvaﬁawﬁred, "He-sika kon~a-way alta ko-pa
me-sl-ka hi-as can-um"; (we will all start at

once in your blg csnoe,")

"Hi-as kloshe ! Eiéas~kléaha!; very ggad!’v&ry
good I, the Lummis gleefully raspnnﬁe&, evidontly
pleased te he on thelr wayj; for nothlny was wore
satisfactory to the Indians than a d&yﬁg outing

on a friendly visit to a nelghboring tribe.

"Yon-se ne-si-ka is-kum yah-wa"; ("when will we
get theret") asked the impatient suitor , as all

took thelr places in the canoa,
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"onose ne-si-~ka hy~§%:§é;‘mﬁmm@ak is»aik'ﬁy;ék,
me=si-kta ko kKo-pa aitQEum sung”' if we hurry and
paddle hard, we will arrive thure byvnaani the
head canoe~man answered with the assurance of

one who had made the trip siten,

"y-as kloshe, hy-as kloshe, ni«ka kloshe tilea-

| kume He~nook hy-ak, ma-mook hy-ak! Q"Véry well,

very well, my good friends, make huste, wake haste",)

eoneliuded Fltzhugh, snd the expedition pushed off

with a flourish on its amerous migsion.

In traveling the numerous native routes on the ound,
the Indians inveriably kept close to the shoreline,
and followed the ins-and-outs of its npeandering

borders, rather than cutiing scross from headdand

‘to head-lend. Lven the Haldas or Northern Indians,

those most &nﬁﬁyﬁ of the native navigators, in the
days when they migrated in great nunbers to the
hopfields of the Skagit and Puyallup, adhered faith-
fully to that rule of canoe na#iﬁatiﬁn, born of

ages of precaution against squalls that might

prove disastrous in case they were eaught out in the
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open reaches far f'rom land, That procedurs

lengthened by considerable the distance botween

statiung, but the innate character of the local

redman wes Largely forelgn to our modern concept

of rapid transit.

“Houth along the shore of Bellingham Bay, the

voyagers rythmically paddled their coursey
keaping time to ﬁhﬁir‘mmvemﬁnﬁu‘@ith‘tha droning
chant of their Lumsi canoe song. Past Caplain
Fattle's cosl mine, past Poe Point and aeross
Chuckangt Bay, the @aaﬁ»n&tufad canvemen paddled,
and gmksd in their orude nativa‘tbnguﬁﬂ~ammea
times ai the expense of tﬁ@if non-understanding
hosty while that individusal, lost in the maze
of his amorous reverles conecerning the femlinine
charms at journey's end, was alloblivious of the
Jibves of his cancemen. As the morning sun
elished the slant of its course toward noon
time, the party covered the southern reaches of

Bellingham Pay, and then began the transit of
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that broad shallow expanse of wat@rjknowh as
Ssmish Bay., ih@re they were compelled by the
farqoutwre&ching tide flats to set their course
further out from shore, to avold being stranded

by the out-going tide.

After some little time, their course seemed to

be cﬁt off in the far distance by & gently-rising
headland jutting out in the Bay, whase surface
appeared clothed with heavy verdure, GSuddenly

~ the Lummi leader seated in the bow of the canoe,
indicated witb‘up~raiéed arm the prominent feature
and called to Fitzhugh: “Nan-ich, Boston ! O-koke
Samish ten-as ille-hee, pee kwon-e-sum mit-lite
 ko~-ps Tyee S'-yah-whom"; ("Look hmerican! That
is bBamish Island and hablitation of Chief &"-yah-

whom'.)

Guickly aroused from his brooding posture, the
whiteman was all alert; and gazing with intense
interest in the direction indicated, he answered:
"Ha-wit-ka ! Ni-ka nan-nich yahuka tikneh is=-kum

‘yah-wa al-ki. Wi-ka yhyiak can-um': ("0 yes, in-




M& um.v site of the ol
steanbont Lemding on the west end.
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and Samish 1aland Ranoxt




515

deed! I see it. I wish to get there saon; yau

' j e | ‘ v
hurry the cance".) Uith that the paddlers bent

to double'axertian, and the craft streaked

‘across the gurface of the Bay.

As the sun drew near the m@ridian,'the Canoe ern-
tere¢d the little cup of water between the eastern

extremlty of the island and the mainland which it

almost joined, being separated by only a narrow
gslough. The little expanse of water was known

as Alice Bay, having been named by the first
whiteman to settle there, ¥William Jarmen, after
his Clallam wife, Alice, ©Gkirting the shoreline,
the éan@e soon drew up hefore the Indian encamp=-
ment of Samlsh, house of §'-yah-whom., Disem-
barking, Fitzhugh, the Lumml emissaries and the
canoemen drew the canoe up on the beach, and then
climbed the bluff to the village, which consisted
of a number of crudely constructed huts made of
aplit cedar siabs. In front were grouped most of
its inhabitants, awaiting the approach of the

strangers.
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By previous aryvangement, the Lumm! leaders snd

mtthgh led the way followed by tha‘canme*man;

and as they neared the Samish gave the signal

that hespoke their mission was one of peace,

Then as they cuane within-ﬁpeaxing-distanaﬁ,

ﬁﬂtual recognition broke the ﬁgap&nga with nmany
“Kla—hmw~yé”miuka filea-kum'"y ("Hello, wy friends",)

followed quickly with ilusty hand shaking.

Hoon appeared the old Chief, &'eyah-whom, erect
and pgrand as b@fiﬁiaﬁ his p@siﬁian, and soberly
welcomed the viﬁitorsnr A short aﬁe&éh by one of
the lLummls &r@ught grewtings from Chowitzit, and
explained that the party had come with the greas
tyee of the Coal Hines on & vigiﬁ of good will to
the Chief of tﬁa»ﬁﬁmish. Eé then introduced

Fitzhugh, who through an interpréter'wisned the

- Chief and his people well, and sald that the whltes

“on Bellingham Bay would always be friends of the

Samish. But following Indian courtesy, not a
word of the object of the visit was spoken. Then

fteyahe~whom replied for the Sapmish:
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”S;?yahuwhmmggﬁ@kﬁ for your b%@tmsra, ﬁhﬁ*ﬁamiﬁhmm
lie welcomes the Lummis sent by the great Chief
Chowitzit, gn& the DPoston tyee from the whatéem
Falls. Always have the Samish been friends of
the Lummis, and now that the white nan has come to
dig the black rock nesr the Falls, the Lamish are

glad to be thelir fri@ﬂﬁs also. 8o Jony as the

sun shines on yreat Kulghan, so-long will the

Sapish be their brothers,®

Goon, by orders of §'-ysh-whom, the women of the
tribo were busy preparing & feast for th&Avi&itars,
and Tsi—sw&t~qli%sa the Chief's wife and her
daughter, the Princess Julle, aided in making
ready. %ﬂﬁﬁéﬁil& the Lummis wmingled with the
Hamigh, while 8'~yah-whom showsd his di&tinauished
Boston guest through the cawp, 'E&geyly Fitahugh
eyed the ﬁ&mi#h‘blﬁekaey&dwana black~tressed
maldens, and when at last the Chlef Introduced his
wife and daughter, so enamoured was he with the

Princess’ markedly charwlng beauty, that he was




P

54.

almost moved to begin his awmourous negotiations
at once; but knowlng the code of procedure, he

rostrained his lppatient inclinations.

The repast, consisting chiefly of wapatoes and
haﬁb@maﬁ& salmon, fresh from the Bamigh hiver,

by many ready hands was soon prepared; and gayly
the gaeﬁ«ﬁatmrad natives consumed the viands.
Fitzhugh ate aleng with the others, but his
appetite was a second conslderation. #s the
wOmen flitﬁﬁﬂ ahout the feasting braves, bringing
added food to the board, his eyes and thoughts
also rlitted as he followed each wove of the

Princeass Julie,

Palr indeed, wog the Bumish mailden.. EGhort of
stature, but slim withal, and 1lithe as a playful
fawny her black glossy bair, done neatly in

two long bralds: her jet-black eyes flashing

from their sockets the sxuberance éf_yﬁuth; and

aidad by the gayety of her rose-red smiling lips

and pale-pink cheeksw-all completed an enchant-
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ing prizg,@ha%?the gallant amoroso of the Bellw-
ingham Bay Coal M¥ines could not but geek to
gain. He would pay full homage at her feet,

and at all costs, gain the object of his desire,

After the feast, when all their physical needs

- were satisfied, Fitzhugh, the Lumml emlssaries,

~and §'~yash-whom repaired to the latter's lodge

for the council all knew was coming. When they
had seated themselves Qn\the,réised\platform
that skirted the room, §'-yah-whom began the
opening speech. Addressing himself to the two
representatives of thwitzit, the Lummi, the
Chief said the Lummi Tyee must have had an im-
portéggﬂgéssﬁga to impart, and that the Sanish
Chief was ready to listen. Turning to Fitzhugh,
he said th@“ﬁhiﬁe;tyee was very wise, and would

speak blg words also.

dngwering for Chowltzit, the Lummis told of the

coming of the white men to Bellingham Bay; of

IR F -
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the mill at Yhateom Fails, and the coal mines at
the foot of the big hill. They told of the

lonely life of the white tyees because of the

absence of women to prepare their foed and

establish homeg, They then reviewed the visits
of the white men to the Lummls in quest of wives,
especlally of Fitzhugh's, and Ghowitnéz’s'inw
aﬁility‘to SUppPLY any more young women ?hay
reninded the Samish Chief of the advantages to .
the Indians, of alliances between their women
and the white tyees, and closed with the suggest-
fon that the Samish Chief provide a suitable

consort for Fitzhugh, the tyee of the Coal Mines.

Fitzhugh then spoke for himself. He told of his
high position; he described his wealth, his
hause;’and how he wished a young woman to make
him a home; he told naw'welllhe could provide
for her, and lastly, how it would be a great

Sanish Sachem to
25

be the wife of the white tyee,

henor for the daughter of the
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ALl that was sald and promised in those negow
tiations with -§'~-yah-whom, history does not
reveal; and only ﬁra&iti&n gives the few de-
tails preserved; hut in the end, either by
expert persuasion on the part of Fitzhugh and
his iummi allies, or by th@’éxcbange-cf a
hatdsome price, Chief 8'-yah-whom cmﬁsenteg to
give his sixteen-year old daughter,Juliesto

the head of the Bellingham Bay Coal Company.

Buf%ﬁ 'bird in the bush", as the old adage puts
it, "is not a bird in a cage"; ‘and so the lord
of the mines goon discoveredsfor when the young
lady concerned in the bargain, was apprised of
the proposed alliance, great was her storm of
objection. Though petite in size, so 1t was
said?éyrincass Julie, on oecaaion,gould.devaiap

quite a whirlwing of temper; and the agréemenﬁ

‘reached between the Chief, her father, and

Fitzhugh, wherein she was to be the victim, was

gufficient to start no small tempest in the
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lodge of the Chief of the Sgmish. Protesting
vehemently thaﬁ'éhe did not Waﬂtftélgﬁ to
Whatcom as the wife of ¥Fitzhugh, the Princess
alternately voic@d her vigorous protests, or
took refuge in the continued outbu&sts of
weeplng. The‘veryvthcught‘of a husband more
than twice her age, in’féct.eld enough to be
her father, was‘too xepugﬁént to be cwnsidered;
and tacitly upheld by Tsl-swat-olitsa, her
mother, the Princess Julie refuﬂed to congent,

‘ , 27
and ready herself for departure.

‘Somewhat taken back by the sudden and obstrep=-

erous attitude of his daughter, the famish
Chief almost regretted his agreement; but the
traditions. : . of the tribe would not
permit the daughtérfta over-ride the authority
of the Sachem, so §'-yah-whom stood firmly to
his resélutioﬂs; and in the endgdullie was com-
pelled to goj but not until the old Chlef, who
dearly loved his daughter, compromised by agree-

ing to send along with her a woman servant of
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his lodge as an attendant and companion at the

Mines; and further, promised to visit often

-at the home of his new Boston son-in-law.

To those incentive amendments, Fitzhugh re-

1ﬁctantly acqulesced, and soon afterward,

manﬁing his Lummi canoe, he set out for Belling-
ham Hay, carrying with him the weeping Princess

Julie as his prize.

Neither history nor tradition record any marriage
ceremony, and the records of ¥hatcom County bear
witness to no marriage license, The facts of

the event evidently are that Ldmund Clare Fitze

hugh, peved the way for an easy abfogatimn of

"all the responsibilities that his taking the

daughter of S'-yah-whom entailed,

50 1t came about, that in a little house on
the slde of the hill above the Coal iiines on
Bellingham.Bay, that Julie, daughter of S'-yah~
whom, Chief of the Samish, along with her "lady~-
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in-waiting", took her abode with Fitzhugh;
and it was there in 1855-~just one hundred
years ago~-that the white Tyee of the lines,
being unabiﬁ}to unlipmber his tongue sufficlent-
ly to master the Clallam pronunciation of his
renowned father-in-law's name, called him’
"géhome"; and therebysfor. all time, establishe
ed the familiar designation., It was unfor-
tunate that the middle gutteral syllable of .
the old Chief's name could not be retained,

but neither Fitzhugh nor the other whites on
the Bay, could manage the tongue~swéllowing

28
tone, so characteristic of the native speech.

For a short time, life around the Coal liines

seems to have been uneventiul; 'and_butSide

of his dutles as 3uperihtendent, Fitzhugh appears
to have been more or less inactive, Frdm timé to
time, in fulfillment of his promise, the old

Sanish Chief (from hereon he will be called

"Séhomedﬁ in deference to Fitzhugh) with his




Mrs. Ruth (Sehome)
Shelton, Mrs.
Harriette Dover, at
Chief Shelton's
Totem, Tulalip,
August, 1955

George Barkhousen, grand-
son of Sehome, and his
wife,
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family, made visits to his daughter at the
Hinesj and some degree of attachment yrew be-
tween the head of the Coal Company and the
Samish Tyee, Pleased with the sound of "Sehonme",
and wishing to flatter the old Sachem at the

same time, FPitzhugh applied the name to the
locality, and thus founded Séhome*ntha one
generous and worthy act connected with the con-

Jugal episode just related.

By the end of the year, a daughter was bofn to
Princess Julle. Uy that tire F;tzhugh had
changed his wife's name to Julij? so they
named the little papoose Julia after her mother,
Then Chief Sehome decided to move from Samish
Island to Sehome, in order that he might be
near the Fitzhughsy He set up his lodge not
far from thé:Mines, and there the family ree-
sided for several years, or until Fitzhugh
left the Bay.

With Séﬁome to the Bay, came his siter, a
| young woman but older than Julia, Fitzhugh's
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consort. It was not long after the sister
arrived, that Fitzhugh-who seems to have been
incapable of resisting the charms of a pretty

face, began to make amorous advances toward

the Chief's sister. The upshot of this was that

soon after the birth of his aaughter, he en-

sconced the sister of Sehome as his consort

. number two. In the minds of the natives there

was no denouncement, as the moral code of the
Tribe sanctioned plural marriage and a Tyee

might have as many wives as he had the means to

'Support; byt it is strange indeed, that no

condemnation by other whites on the Bay.has

come to light,.

During the three-year period between i854 and
1857, Edmund Fitzhugh held the officeg of County
Auditor, Inspector of Customs, and lgcél Indian
Agent. At the same time he was also HMilitary
Ald to Governor Stevens. In 1857, he was

appointed Associate Justice of the Supreme Court
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of Washington Territory by President Buchanan,
. . 30
which position he held until L&o2.

Meanwhile, through his relations with Sehome's
' 31

sister, she bore him a son,




Chief William Shelton and his family
consisting of Ruth{Sehome)Shelton
and his daughterIS Harriette

O

(Shelton) Dover,
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CHAVYER V
SEHOME, First Town on Bellinghanm Bay

In the early part of 1858, came the Gold Rush to
the Fraser River mines and the consequent boom
cn Bellingham Bay. %o take advantage of the
Cgreat influx of pepulation, Fitzhugh formed a
partnership with €. ¢. Vall and Janes Tilton for
the purpose of layving out a tmwn&itm‘areund the
Goel Mines., They employed ¥. w.'bﬁhueey, a

well known surveyor who had recently completed
the northern extension of the Willamette KHeridian
from the Columbia Hiver to the Canadlan border,
to nake the survey and lay out the pla%f
On day 8, 1658, the Plat of the Town of Hehome
wag filed for record in the 6ffiaa of the Auditor
of Whatcom County. Thus Sehome became the first
legally constituted municipality on Dellinghan
Bay, though Whatcom could heast of belng the

33
sent of the first seitlspent,
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Named by K. ©. Fitzhugh, the leadlng proprietor .
hoodal e ‘ 4

, ; 3
after his father-in-law,Chief Sehome,(8'-yah~whon)

of the Hemish Tride, the town as laid out, con-

glsted of thirty-three blochs,of eight lots

‘aawhgyexaapﬁ“%n&,s;x waterfront blocks had only™
‘four fractional lots esch, Vour streets parallel

© to the shoreline, running north-south were named:

Front, Hain, ﬁaahingtan and Jackson--the last two
honoring the namea of Presidents of the United
Gtates. Hine Bast-West runnlng streets were aé
follows, beginning eon the $mutn?h

Gimmons St., hancrina Michael &, Sipmons,
UG &b&ﬂ’ﬁ. X

Slaughter at hmnmﬂmﬁ Lieut, O. Hlaughter,
Indian ¥ar leader 55

Srarrett St., honoring Commander Eterratt
of u.s. Sloop Decatur.

?ickwtt By hennr&ng Papt. deorge Plckett,
of fan Juan fame.

Grevens 8Y., hanarin - Gov. Btevens, of
waghington Territory.

Delacey £t., honoring Capt. %.W. DeLacey,
gurveyor of Whateon Trall.

T4lton St., honoring James Tilton, one of
the town Proprietors.
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Pitghugh 8t. hanmring . C. Pitzhugh, Coal
Hine %uyﬁrim%enﬁant. '

VYall 8t., honering C.C, vaii,'ane of the
- Town xrmpriat@rs.

Thus, in naming the town, Flizhugh honored his
fether-in~law, Chief sehome of the Gamlish tribe,
and though the original plat was later superseded
Ly an amen&ed ana, and the strect nemes changed,

1t retained thﬁ name Lehome; and eventuallj

when the toornumerous toens on Bellinghan Bay

uniteé, the compunity saw f£it to adopt the en-

tirely new name Bellingham, in order to avoid lo-
cal jealousies., But the old Chief's name lives |
on in Sehome Hill, Sehome Park, and Sehome High
School, and when Fitzhugh 1s a forgotten ldentity,

there will always,ha a Lehope.

liot long after the collapse of the boom in Sehome,
Ldmund Clare Fitzhugh revesled himself in all §f
hisiﬂardiﬁ intrigue by the one act that the family
and descendants of Sehome have never forgotten s

nor forgiven. It 1s not suprising, per-
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haps, thiat a man so deficient in the sense of

@ﬁﬁal;uprightmaﬁs and obligation as Fitzhugh

'Vproved himseifkﬁm be, would thrust aside the in-

fluence of high birth, thorough education and
intellectual associatessand forget or ignore

his duty toward those he had compromised in con-
jugality. A4t any rate, in 1899, he deliberately
forsook the two Indian women, took ﬁis two
children and left Seheme for the upper Zound.

bt Seattle, he placed the children in charge of

a whitﬁ'family, ostensively that they might learn

to speak the BEnglish language., Hoon after, in

1860, he set off for the Last to contract another

matrimonial venture, There he soon married a
Miss Cora Bowie, and returning west, went %o
Whidbey lsland wheré soon after %heir'arrival,
his wife died. ; Leaving Washington Territory
again in 1862, he jolned the Confederate 4rmy
with the rank of Captain, and scon afterward
warried his first cousin, Anne Grayson, a resi-

dent of Fredericksburg, Virginia. By that
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union he hed three deughters and one son, After
the war he took his family to Fort bodge, Iowa,

where he practiced law until 1875,

By 1874, the man Fitzhugh seems to have bhecome
restless in the even tenor of his family lifé’

and longed for the freedom of the western frontier
with 1ts lack of inhibitions or reaynnﬂihiiities,
50 he get out,once more,to renew old associations
in his former haunts on the Paeifie Coast. thile
on that jeunt, he had the audaclty or face to
return to Bellingham Bay and look up old acquainte
anceg around Whetcom and Ushome. Iuring the few
days he wag on the Bay, however, he apparently
made no effort to clear himself @f’tha ilifame of
his former ?aaidéﬁaﬁ; except that he did show |
some degree of paternal éa&aré for his son,

But the bwy,‘now 8 young ﬁaﬁ of seventeen and
smarting under the memory of his father's 1ll-
treatment of his mother, would have nothing to do

with his remlssive parent; thus returning to the
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fathey some éf ﬁhe splrit Fiﬁahu@h-haﬁ se'haeéér
lessly shown towsrd his family. Possibly irked
by the reception,Fltghugh soon returned to the

Last again.

- To a biographer it would be very difficult te

fathom the devious workings of the nind of Ed-
mund Fitzhugh, I he ever had an active cone
sclonce, by this time in his career, he nust
have heen smartlng under lts gémﬁingaﬂwor should
have been. Ueeningly uneasy wider the goelsl
gtandards of respectible family life, and

likely endcavoring, Jonah fashion, tofree his
conseience, in 1875 he deliberately left his

home and family and headed for the scenes of hig

sarly boistercus days in Ban Franclsco. There

he was emplmy&ﬁ by the government in connection
with harbor improvement, but lnordinate 1living
and dissipation, along with untoward influences
of dissolute associstes and advanclng sge,
hastened the unfnn%gnaﬁe man to an untimﬂly and

poverty~stricken end,
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| éﬁ Hovember 24, 1883, hLdmund Clare Fitszhugh--the

man of such intellectual promigey of s0 nany
capabilitiecs and scconplishmentg; the man to
vhom the City on Bellingham Bay owes so nuch for

its early developmente--passed away. In the early

morning his lifeless body was found in & lonely

room in What Cheer Hotel--a victim of his own
.40
excesges, Haster, he was of manyy hinself a

slave; generous and brillisnt he could be, but

grossly inconsiderate of others,

With the shove brief rscord of Edhnund Clare
Fitehugh's olosing days, the curtain celoses on

the seene in which he played so prominent a pariy

and which wight have redowned to his lasting

honor and fameé had he had the desire and will to
eonduet his ways with menly spirit. Few men of |
the pimhﬂé& days on B&llingham Bay had thef‘
abilities and oppertunltics that were given hd-
mund Clare Fitzhughs and fewerswif any--squander-

ed their chances with such abandomment as he,
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lmong those was &ﬁwmﬁﬁ Dlare Fitzhugh whe was
fapous alse on Bellinghewn Bay where he arrived




in 1854 and became Superintendent of the Belling-
ham Bay Coal ¥ines at Sehome. He became one of
the chief characters as related inT%ﬁﬁ$~st@r§ and
standsout as one of our most noted historica,
actors in the drama of our Ploneers.

hs unfolded here in our story, Edmund Clare Fitz-
hugh came to a sad end, being found dead on
Hovember 24th, 183, in a lonely rvom in the
What Cheer House in fan Fraaeisco, pletured here.
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CHAPTER VI

The Last Days of {'~yah-whonm.

When Fitzhugh walked out on them, ﬁﬁhnma’s daughter,
Julia, snd his slster, were at Pirst stunned by the
perfidy and unfaithfulness of their bﬁtrayer; then,
as the enormity of their misfﬁftuﬁw sank deeply.,
with the realization thut they had been bereft of
their ehilﬁreﬁ, their bitterness towards the nan who
had hetrayed them, knew no bounds. They [irst
tried to locate théir offspring, and failing in
that, Sehome's sister returned to her Clallam
people near Fort Townsend, anéijulia remained at
Sehome, Her faotbar, the old thief, ﬁisi;lusimn@&
by the treéachoery of hls cultus 0 sopeine
law, unlimbered his lodgings near the ¥ine and ée-

turned tc his old home on Samish Island.

Put romance moved fast in those days on Pellinghanm
Bay. Gcarcely had Fitzhugh's departure become
generslly inown, bafore other white mea In Whatcom

began casting furtive glances at the comely young
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Mrs,Ruth Sheltem end Daughter,
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3ite of Gehome's home en Jamish Island. Here was the
Tribal Comeunity ‘fouse, satd to have Beem 1200 feet
long, and exizted down to the time of the firmt white
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Julia, 4mong the sttentive knighis that ﬂaaghﬁ
her favors, was one Henry C. Barkhousen. A
papuiar eitizen on the Bay, and of undoubted
integrity., Mr., Durkenhousen was at the time
County Auditor, and continued to hold public
office for a number of years, an upright gentle-
man in the fillest sense of the Wnyd, he courted

the charming Julia with fervent attention, which

“tLhe younyg lady was not slow to reciprocate; and

due te the absence of any authorized official in

the settlement to perform the wedding ceremony,

they asssumed the relation of wedloek by mutual

agreement accerding to Indisn custom. For some

years, the Barkenhousens lived on the Bay; and
then in 1865, they moved te Pidalgo Island, near
what is now Summit Park, where Mr. Barkenhousen
developed a fine farm, There they ralsed a cofie
gldersble family of sons and daughters, some of

whom are residing there at the present time,

The Princess Julls or L-yow-alth, her Indian

name, outlived ir. Barkhousen by a number of

/
i
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y&ars, and died about 1932, aceording to her

slster, Mrs, William Shelton.

As already related, Fltzhugh returned in 1874 on
a visit and looked up his son. It will be
recalled thut the boy wag then seventeen yeurs

of suye, and had returned to the Bay to look fer
his mether. Fitzbugh‘s little show of paternel in-
taﬁast in his wffspring'diﬁ'n@ﬁ awaken any e
sponse in the boy except indifference and contenpt
for the man who so unfeelingly had hetraysd hls
mother, and in so m&ny‘warda‘telé hin so, in

much stronger words than usﬁdrharen  ﬁiquﬁd by

hisg cold rebeptlan, Pitzhugh Left his san and
Bellingham Bay, and as far as hknown never. ggain
did father and gon come in contact. Tt might
plausibly be supposed that the cutting reprimand
at least sobered the errant father; but if it
did, it failed to engender any reformation in his

stony nature.




Hubert Coy, of Tulalip,
Som of Mrs. Ruth (Sehome) Shelton
an@ Grandson of Chief Sehome
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Julia, the daughter of Fitzhugh and Julie Sehonme,
never returned to Sehome, the place of her birth;
though her mother tried to locate her after Fitz~
hugh took her to‘ﬁeattle; the search was une-
successful. It was rumored that Pitzhugh took
the little girl to California, but that was un-
1ikely, since as far as known, he never returned
to California except by way of the kast., In |
after years, her life ané story came to light.
$he had grown up on the Upper Sound, had married
and raised a family and eventually centacted and
visited the old sceneg of her birth on Helllingham
Ray. Of Sehome's children, besides Julie (Julia),
Cha-das-kanim or Dan as he was called, died a
young man, aboul the time his father returned te
bamish Island.

Th@‘seoond daughter of Sehome, Ya-sim-tsa, or
fally, was first married to Charles Fierson, a
whiteman who died about 1880; later she married
an Indian at Lummi., Sally died about 1932 and 1s

buried at Lummi,




The youngest of Sehome's children, Sh-yas-tanoe

or Huth, was born at fishome about 1856, after the

Gamish Chief moved to Bellingham Hay when Filtzhugh

secured hls daughter, Julia. Ruth returned t
Gamish Tsland with her psrents, and soms years
later married a whiteman named Coy. Her son by
that marrisge, Hubert Coy, was a prowinent resident
of ulalip and ran &‘fishing regort there. after
the Geath of ¥r, Coy, hils wif'e, Huth, married
Chief %illiam Shelton of Yulalip. Ny her second
marriage & son, Kobert E. thelton, decmussd, and

a daughter, Hi-ahl-tsa, or Earriétté EGV@rCdekﬂﬁu“
where she has served as postmaster for some vears.
Her mother atill lives, hele and hearty at 96 years.

(Hotes) This was written in 195% and ghe is now
decedsed, '

After returning bto Bamish Island, Behome often
visited his Clalism relatives gt Dungeness and
around Port Townsend, but he seldom, Lf ever set
his foot on the sheres of Bellinghan Bay at Sehopeew
the place that bore his proud ﬁamé, hut the scene

of much grief and disaster to him and his farily
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through the falthless and unscrupulous hand of
Fitghugh. = ¥e can well imsgine that the old
Sachem of the Samish forever wrote him off as a

hiyu eultus Beston (Very worthless hmerican).

But the Chief with his snowy locks was getting
old, and éiéynaﬁ long survive the misfortunes

that clouded his later years. Qmmé time in 1861l--
near as his daughter can place the daté»»%';yahﬁ
whom, horn of the Clallams, Chiefl of ﬁhﬁlﬁamiah
and Sehome to the whites on ﬂeilingham Bay, elosed
his eyes in his last long sleep on the sunny isle
of his adoption, called Samish., There he and his
S0, Sha~das~kanim, rested 5iﬁa‘bysidein*the8amish
burying ground until some years later, when the
rmmaiﬁﬁ of father and son were removed and re-
interred in Lumml Cemetery et the mouth of the
Huukagckf3 Later when the old church at Uld Lumml
was moved up on the hill, to its present location,
a new &emétery was openad, and the bones of all

Indien ancestorg--Geliome's and his son's alsg--




were taken up and burled together in the presgent
Lummi Cemetery; and there,after a somewhat

checkered career, both in life and in death, the
old Sachem and his boy found their final resting

place,

‘Chief Sehome's wife, Tsi-swatwclitsa, the fSamish

Princess, survived him many years,and lived with
her daughter, Kuth, at Tulalip. Ohe passed awaX4

in 1893, and is buried in the Tululip Cemetery.

Such is the story behind old &Sehome, the [irst
townsite on Bellingham Bay. A combination of
tradition, legend and.histary, it wanders far;
but not too far from the'factual; and, withal,
forms a romantic tale of the early days in Horth-
west Waghington with its special loecale at Sehome
and its Coal iines that comprised its chief ine

dustry.

If the City of Bellingham, helr to all thig lore,
were more sincerely conscious of her debt to

those who first trod the shores of Bellingham
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Bay;‘an§,1635”f@ﬁiééhin paying‘t?§§g§§ to thﬁir*wﬂﬁé
~W_mémory,thaniédeﬁﬁare on the location of tharn@w a~
‘Behome High School, a suitable monument should
arise to honor the memory of Chief 8§8-yah-whom
(Sehome) , who lent his musical Clallam name to

designate her historic landmarks.

ADDENDAs

Vhen the new ﬁéhomaiﬁigh School was started in
1965, considerable controversy took place over
th&‘propﬁsal tm‘ehanga the name to something
"mmra‘modern”‘f@r the new School., The writer témk

 part in that controversy in faver of retaining |
the old name of Behomegand gave someé pertinent
facts supporting his stand., 8ince that time the
writer has‘made a thorough research on the origin
of the name, "Hehome", in all of its various
applications, in the City of Bellingham, and par-
ticularly as pertaining to the naming of Sehome
High School, Thls we are completing at the

present tipe, and find a most interesting story,
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o regarding the origin of the name, which we offer
in this story, soon ready for publication under
'the title of: ‘“Romance and Intrigue on Belling-

i ham Bay, or the Stprg\anﬁ Eigtory of 01d Sehome
on the site of the Belli;gham Bay Coal Hines'

and the naming of the new Sehome High School,®
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Sehome had ﬁhﬁ hﬁnar I haviw had the firast
school bullding mﬁ,£ﬂ$ ngz? %r % but never
ﬂﬁ%ﬁ&fﬁﬂa B digh Setb ﬁo en thd 1ittl

6ol near the Coal iines outgrew its usaxulw
ness, in 1892 & new wmadufram& building wua
gonsiructed on the hill on High Gireet, known as
Sehome behool, ler ﬂiﬂ', sehool studenis were
sént to whaﬁaam Bigh untt l &rawdaa aanditiwns
nade 1% nma%sagrv 0 buniﬁ the naw msh a ﬁi%
Behool on the Last gmﬁ of wﬁ?% e I% which
wlll ¢pen as i auruye r institution begloni n§
in the fall of 12 o sgr?w that 1 ﬁgrt of Bell~
%ﬂgham fmrm@r Yy nodn as Sehome and Fairhaven.
. hu Chiie wvahww hom Sehome's} name

h“ 8Lve our ¢ %z 8ns an hpno;
ﬁé &ﬁawr f %a %ﬁ& old aa%iag ?nx@ ﬁ@ ant
is musical name to des! ignate ouwr first incor-

ed O beiling 3 i one
ghga" uég%iﬁnax %%% %u%iiﬁw.ﬁni of our

411 homor te the Uhief and the “hihome High" )
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3.
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- NOTES AND APPENDIX

Behomes see Hoth History of Whatcom

County, Washington, p. 997, for a good
account; fee also the plat record in
County duditor's office,.

Mrs. Marien €. Vincent, NS,

Theodore Winthrop, The Canoe and the
Baddle, p. 5.

Harion C, Vincent MS. tirs. Vincent places
the time of Ste-tee~thlum as about 1777.
Aceounts of these events are found in
full in Hudson's Bay Hecord Society, Vol.
I1I, pp. 447-8, and Vol, IV pp. 57,63.
Hubert Bancroft in his Horthwest Coast,
Vol. 1I, p. 483, says ﬁﬁat the scene of
the nmurders waé on Lummil Islandy that is
obviously incorrect, since the first-hand
account above, definitely places it on
Hood Canal,

Ibid,,p. 448,
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II.

fiee MeCurdy, James G., By Juan de Fuca's

”Mwéfrait, Pe 37.

9.

10.

11.

12,
13I
14,

16,
17,

18.

Ibide,pe 37

See Winthrop, Theodore, The Cance and
the Haddle, p. 13, for a full character-
lzation of Chin Lin.

MeCurdy, James G., By Juén de FMuca's
dtrait, p. 38. |

Ibid.,p. 36.

Ibid., p. 38.

Ihid., p. 103.

Hubert Bancroft, History of Washington,
Idaho and “fontana, p. 99.

McCurdy,}Jam@s G., By Juan de Fuca's
Strait, p. 120,

Ibid., p. 120,

Ibid., p. 126.

Letters from Sehome's daughtér, lirs.
William Shelton, and ¥rs. Harrlette Dover,
his grand-daughter, and interview with

Hubert Coy, Sehome's grand-son. ~ &lso




19.

&0,

III.

“Mrs. Marion Lambert Vincent MS.

éééMAppandix B, Wrs. Ruth Shelton, letter.
Washington Historical Society, Bullding a
Staﬁe, pe 5503 Hoth, History of Whatcom
County, p. 38,

Ibid., p. 37.

Hee Note 20, above,

Financial difficulties afflicted the early
business ventures on Bellingham Bay from
almost the start, The sawmill was wort-
gaged to meet pressing debts, and beth
Roeder and kldridge were forced to seek
other neans of livelihood--~Roeder returning
to his 0ld time sca life, while Lldridge
taught the little [ehome School near the
mine, Interest rates were excessively hlgh.

The mill was compelled to pay as much as 3%

per month, and at the sawe time, Fltzhugh

took a mortgage on Roeder's ship, H.C. Page,
at the ruinous rate of 4%, Hoth's liistory,

Pe 39.
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IV,

‘Hee Mrs. Ruth Shelton's letter; Appendix B,

Ihid.
ibid«
Theodore Winthrop, in The Canoe and the
Uaddles "It was a guttﬁral,spuﬁtering

language, in its calmest articulation, and

‘now every word burst forth like the death-

rattle of a garroted man." p. 21, The

Chinook Jargoene«a poor excuse for a dialect

at beste~was the whiteman's only alternative

in the ﬁxahanga ol ideas wlith the native
tribes of the Hound,

Hrg, Huth Shelton; Appendix B,

Vashington State Historical Soclety; Bulld-
ing a State, p. 550,

Arpendix B, ¥rs, Ruth 8helton's letter.

WaWW. Do Lacey was a men of yreat energy, who
in the capacity mf‘aivil‘@uginﬂar ¥AS connec-

tad with many prominent enterprises in the

pioncer davs of the Pacific Horthwest, The
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extension of the‘Willamette Heridian

northward from the Columbia Kiver to the

Canadian border, was a major operation under

his supervisions the Survey for the Militar&
Road from Bteilacoom to Bellingham Eéy

just after the Indian War of 1855~6, was
another of his accomplishments which he
carried out under very difficult and danger-
ous conditions, After the conclusion of his
work in building the Whatcom Trail, he left
the state and made a name for himself and

a fortune in Idsho and Hontana. 8ee Ban-
croft's History of Washington, p., 82, The
Northern Light, Sept. 11, 18%58.

The {irst settlement on PBellingham Bay was
made at the Falls of Whatcom Creek; that
at the Sehome Mines, following a little
later. |

Roth's History of Whatcom County, p. 95?,
?he original plat of old Sehoms was super-

seded in 1883 by that filed by the Belling-
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37.

38.

VI.

ham'Eéy Improvement Company as'liew ﬁhatcom*;
then in 1888 1t was incorporated under the
name of "“Town of Sehome'; again in 1890,
the name was changed to New Whatcom again.
In 1891, Whatcom joined with it to form HNew
Whateom, and in 1901, the "New" wag dropped
to form "Whatcom", which in 1903, joined
with Fairhaven to establish greater Belling-
ham. '

See originel plat of Sehome on file in the
County duditor's office. |

In a letter to the writer, Hrs. Harriette

Dever, 8Sehome's grand-daughter, was especially

bitter toward Fitzhugh because of his treate
ment of her Aunt Julia; and expressed a
desire, were 1t poésibla, to wreak her pent
up feelings in ﬁengaanee on the man who had
80 wantonly b@trayed'his two consorts, and
caused so much suffering in the old Chief
Sehome's famlly.

Washington Historical Socliety, Building a
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43,
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Ibid; Roth's History of Whatecom County,
p. 38.

Ibid,

For a blegraphy of Henry C. Barkenhmﬁsah,
see History of Skagit and Snohomish

Counties, Interstate Publishing Company,

p. 638‘
For the closing detalls of the story, the

writer was entirely indebted to MMrs. Huth
(Seheme) Shelton, the only then living

link with the colorful @vants that nmark the
1ife of Chief Gehonme, his family, and the
beginning of old fSehome on Hellingham Bay.
The othér actors that took part in the
dramatic unfolding of events, had long
since left the state of action.

Ivid.,

Ihid,
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APPENDIX A. BRERT

Letter from Mrs. Marion L. Vincent of Sequim,

Washingtons:

Dear Mr. Jeffcottls
I just finished reading your book, Neoksack Tales
and ?rails, sent to me by the lLibrary in Belling-

ham at my request,

I'm in search for all the information I can get

on Sehome--Chief Sehome. Here's why.

About 1777, % Clallam‘chief kidnapped & Nanaimo
Princess, Of this union (The Chief's son by his
request was glven the Princess by the old Chief,
as told in the story, and the geven sons én& one
daughter were the Chief's grand-children,) were
born 7 sons and one daughter, she being the
yogngast; ‘also she was nmy great-grandnother.
The father of Sehome~-pronounced 5'-vah-~hum by
the Clallans--was a brother of my great-grand=
mother, as well as being one of (the family) the

geven brothers,




IX.

&

- I'm compiling our family tree, so would llke more

o S I : .
"very seldom came back to his native village of

on §'~yah-hiug ‘dnd family. After he married the

Sawdsh Frincess, he (8'eyahehum or @ehome) he

Pt, Townsend.

ne of #'-yah-hun's (daughters) married or lived
with Edmond (Hdmund) Clare Fitzhugh, I belleve

three children were born of this union, (The

writer has been ahle té trace buﬁ two) .

Could you give we the names of these and where
they live? I have gll the Barkhousens (Haﬁry Ce.

Barkenhousen) straightened out.

Then there was another charscter, Blanket Bill

(Jurman) I would like to know more sbout. He

had an Indian wife-~Alice, he called her -«

She was & (lallam. I'm wondering if their deughter,

also Allece, is living and where could she be located,

Would vou care to read the fanily tree when I have

finished writing 1t?




‘Thanks‘a}lot for any in advance information.
Sincerely,
(Mrs. Merion Lambert Vincent.

Note: Parentheses are the author's.

(Bubsequently the writer had the opportunity to
read Hrs, Vinc&nt'$1MS. of the "Fanily tree", and
found 1t both informative énd interesting. In a
second letter, Mrs. Vincent throws more light on
the subject in hand, and adds more concerning her-

gself. The letterris appended here for that reason.)

Sequin, Wash.
Nov. 23, 1953.
Dear Hr. Jeffcott:
Your leﬁt@r rec'd., 1 appreciate your comments on

ny &Etar‘y .

In the first plaae, I've written the same not for
publication so much as for famlly future use.

I'm so pleased you liked it,
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;
@

et me do & li%tlﬂ‘axgza&ningz I am ¢ Clallan
and mm&¢nglf swede, 1 do speak and understand
the Clallam language thorsughly. #ras. Bhelton
1s one half (lellam and § Sammish. I do not
doubt but what she speaks Clgllam as well es she

does the Sammish; but am inelined to think as

long as her mother was Bammlsh, her inelinations

are that direction more than Clallame--for after
all traditiong are a&rriéﬁ on more by grands
méthérs'ﬁhﬁn_fath%ra;r Yy infﬁrmaﬁimﬁ‘came to me
from my old great-grand-mother, (low-itsa)

Julie Anhe~the sister of Whe-yux,.

fioth Y¥rs. Hhelton and her son say Behome's father

was Squhequay. This is a Clallen word, not a

name. Gquh mesns talky Squhe-quay means talking

or talkative, Do you think it possible this name
wog gi#@n‘%@hcma'a fath&r hecause of his belng

talkative? Ny ﬁraatngrﬁmﬂ#mmthﬁx, fow-itsa, told
me definitely her brother's name was Whe-yux, who

was Sehome's Tather.
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1'd appreclate it if you will send me the facts
as they have them~-the Sehome family line--I'd
like to make,ecmparismns. I can't undersﬁahd
about fﬁé ﬁary (The local name at Sehome of
ﬁehmma’s 5iétar,) also I &idn't know Sehome had
a gister. 1'ts likely he did have, seven
br@thErs. |

Sincerely,

Harion L. Vincent.
Appendix Bi

In reply to a letter to Chief Hehome's daughter,
Krs. William Shelton, cencerning the famlly of

the Chief, the following reply was received)

Dear Mr. Jeffoott:

Sorry to have delayed; but we have had several
cases of severe flu in our family the past few
weeks. You have already talked with my oldest
son, Hubert Coy, and I guess he told you it was

my Aunt who married William Lear, sister of
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Sehome., &nd of my brother and sisters,--the

oldest was Julia, her Indian name Ll-yam-alth,

first was the consort of Hr. Ifitzhughe--and in

this connectien I might add that my sister Julila

didn't want to be his wifej she criled and cried

~over the turn of events which brought her to him,

But she was later married to Hr. H.C, Barkhousen,
who wés a wonderful and kind man, Next to Julia
wasg ny bratﬁ@r, Cha-das~kanim, or Dany he died
when I was about nine years old, and he did not
have any children. Next was my sister, Sally,
V-sim-tsa, who first was narried to Charles
Pierson, a white man,who died around 1880, but
I'm not sure of the year. Later she was narried
to John Cshann, an Indian at Lummi. I'm not sure
of the dates now, but I believe my sister ODally
died in 1937, and she is buried at Fldalgoe

Island Cemetery. And I am the youngest of the
family, about 96 years old. My Mother died about

1893, and she is buried here at Tulalip Cemetery.

i ko ot o s S o gk e e R e K
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I have only two of my children Living now, the 717
" UR : L

oldest, Hubert oy, and my youngest daughter,
tarriette, her Indian name, Hi-shl-tesa. My

other son was Hobert K. Shelton. He died ink'

3930, and his widow and two children live in

Hinneapolis, Hinn.

Thank you for writing us., * # * % o & % »
Gincerely,
Krs. %Willism Shelten

(8h-vas~tence, Huth Sehome)
‘ ]

The following questionary was addrossed to Hrs.
$helton, and returned by her with answers as

followss

lew=lnne of Gehome's wifePe-~Tsi-gswhat-olitss
or hmi ly » ‘ .
2-==His daughters?--- Julia, or L-yan-althj

Sally, or Ya-sim-tsaj; Ruth or Sheyas-tence.

 3e-=Bong, if anyPee-<Danisl (Dun) or Cha-dase

kanin.
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4--=hich of the daughters nmarried L, C. Fitz=-
ﬁﬁg&%~~~~Julia, | | |
Seew¥liich became Hrs, H. C. Barkhousenfe---
Julia, she married Hr. Parkhousen after
Mr. Fitzhugh left. | |
6---Did one Gaughter marry William ¥ing lLeapf--
Ho. Chlefl Gehome's sister, waprried Mr. Lear.
Tmmwpate of Chief Geliome's death¥e---1061.
fumeBuried whore?----First buried at Semish
Islandy later removed to Lummi Cemetery

with his son (Dan).

In & second letter from Sehome’s daughter, Mrs.
Huth dhelton, (ler daughter, ¥Mrs. Harriette
Dover did the typlng and aﬁﬁ@ﬁ some of her ob-
servations also) she tells the story of her
familyllifa qmiﬁé;fully and iﬁeiﬁamﬁky enii-
erates mpost of th@taaliant'facta‘ﬁﬁaﬁ are the
basls of our story. ’ﬁaaausﬁ uf 1ts value 88 &
record of early times on Hellingham Bay, the

letter 1s given in fulls
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Marysville, Washington,
Star Route,

- Feb, 6, 1954

¥r. P. R. Jeffcott,

Ferndale, Washington

Dear Mr. Jeffcott:

fe're sérry to have delayed answering your Hovem-
ber letter, but hava‘had~ﬁany interruptions, in
addition to all kinds of sickness for every

member of our family.

With reference to Mrs, Lambert (Mrs. iarion
Lambert Vincent) éf fequim, she wrote to us a

long time ago, and we lost or mnislaid her letter;
but from what she said of our family tree, it was
all unknown and new to me. Of course the spelling
of Indlan nemes is very hard, and they could be
the same names, with slifhtly different accents
by diffafemt people. I am sure howevar;xaltho I

have never met her, that ¥rs. Lambert (Vineent)




XVII.
and I come from the same family. I would like
very muck to meet Hrs, lanbert (Vincent) and
talk all this over, because what I say about

my family fs the truth.

I never ever heard ny Aunt's "white wan" name,
bat it could well be Mary. The lLears would

know.

From what research we have done, the ending of
Indian names, such as "ksnin" or “kaﬁim“,'@r
oven "eay-dubh), refers to the head;y looking
up, rising up, striving upwerd; or shining
lights about the head, singlng drums,---it can
go on and on, ééyanding on the [irst syllables.
In the case of Cha-das~kanim (name of Uehome's
son), after sounding the syllables over and
over, and tracing the various sounds to various
words, my mother says it has to do with "shining
lights about the head", a halo eof lights, From
my 1an§uagé, which is Onohomish, I have found

the words and thoughts can be very poetlc and
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very flowery; although any one hearing 1t

would think it sounds very savage and unin-

telligible. I never ever learned the Clallam

or Samish or Lummi Iéﬂgﬁages, aside-from a

few sentences or expressions; but I beliave
they aré all pretty much the same, Iy nother--
I mean my mother, Hrs. Huth Shelton-~knows

and speaks all these languages. A(H.S.D.)

My sister, Julie, (Mrs. Shelten dictating) I
believe, was‘nameﬁ Julia by Mr. Pitzhugh, I
never heard her called "Jessie". Aand the

story about how she came to go with Fitzhugh:
When Mr, Pitzhugh came to Bellingham (Bay),

he went to the head men of the Lummis and asked
for a Chief's daughter. They told him gll
thelr joung women were married, bhut theyvknew
of & Chief's daughter living on Samish Island,
the daughter of Chief ﬁ*«yah»whem (8ehone). So
Fitzhugh hired two Indians, and they went by

canpe to Samish Island. They arrived there
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late 1n the evening. We imagine Sehome would
have refused to let his daughter go, if the
Indians with Fitzﬁugh were ﬁat men he knew
and respected, They ﬁere.sub-ehiefs 0f the‘
Lummis., But my sister cried; she dldn't want
to go. ¥e guess that Filtzhugh was rathér |
persuasive, and he was superintendent of the
coal mines, so they felt that they should iet
ny slster go. & woman family servant was sent
along to take care of my sister--but the whole
family made immediate plans to move to Belling-
hém Bay to be near my sister. And that's how
my father Sehome came to live at Bellinghanm
Bayy; and I was born there, We rust have been
there geven or eight years, more or lesg, Bell-
ingham Bay bhelongs to the Lummi Tribe, but we
were welecome there, because one of my father's

uncles was half Lummij; he had relatives there,

dgain, about Fitzhugh: A year or two after he
took my sister Julie he took our Aunt, Sehome's

gsister as his other wife., Our Aunt was probaﬁly
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a 1ittls older than my sister Julie, but when I
came alonyg to remember things, thakﬁwa of then
looked alike and about the same ape to my eyes,
By sister Julle ﬁa& a haby daughter, whom Fitz-
hagh named Julia, and this niece of nine was
glder than I. I believe m& sister Julie must
have been sbout sixtesn when Fitshugh ﬁm@k her .
And our Aunt had a son., About six years, or Bo,
iatar ?1tzhugh teok his two thldf&n,ﬁe éﬁat%le
end placed then én.an all-white Tamily~~he ;
wanted them to lesrn hettep %nglishwuandrwe
imagine he planned to place them in & school
gomewhere else. 'When he took the two children,
my sister Julle, and my Aunt, walked out of his
home, and never réturnmd; ant although they
triédlﬁm locate the children, they nﬁv@r‘réally
¥new what heppensd to them until yﬁarﬁ 1atﬂr,
when Fltzhugh's son returned to Balllnghﬁﬁ

(Bay looking for his mother; oand he was shout
seventeen years of age when he returned. They

the (children) had had some yvesrg of hardship
2
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when the family with which they were placed had
a death--the rather of the family died, so they
(the Fitzhugh children) just drifted for a
time, until they were taken in by a kiad~&eart@d
family. |

Hy sister married H. €. Barkhousen then, and

our Aunt married William K. Lear. Hr. Lear had

to go home Tor a death in his family, and our Aunt
went back home.---4nd now for Harriette's obserw
vations: (Harriette Shelton Dover), my Aunt Julla,
of course, was along in vears by the time I yeot to
know her, but I could see thet she nust have been
a very pretty girl in her day; and she was a
vivacious person, laughing and talking all the
time, iler movepents were fast and light. I re-
member she'd “nag" Yr. Barkhousen in a 1lipht way,
and he would smile at her in a slow smile and say,
“How Julia, Fow Julla'. Nr. Harkenhousen was 8
very tall man, and my Aunt Julias was tiny. I'm
five feet tall, and she was shorter than I, I
never saw our great-aunt, but she must have looked
like Juliew~w~snd my mother says she wes nore gulet
than Julie, Aunt Julie mas a happy whirlewind,
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but I imagine she had a bad temper toe, when
aroused. (Mrs. Ruth Shelton dictation):

When Julia and my sunt %alkéd out of Fitghugh's
home, our father, Hehonme, didn't try %o ine
Tluence them in any way. Our fapily left Bell-
ingham Pay then, and went hack to the tribal
village home on 8amish Island where they had

heen 1&?1&3 when Fltzshugh came inte their lives.
Our father paild periodical visits to hias other
Wowo at Dungeness, the (lallam trihel willapes
also the Skaglt tribal villa;ss near Swuyévﬁl&&
on ¥hidbey Island. He had nany close relatives
in all of them, We don't think he had too much
dealing with the first white people on Mellinghanm
Ray, becanse that wes not his real hone--the
place helonged to the Lammis, Pitshugh was the
one who agked Behome to take his name and give it

to the place where the Coal Mine was located.

Ve hope we have angwered all your questionsz, but

if we haven't please write again., ¥Wa love to
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hear from Vou.

- Sdncerely,

Hrs, Ruth Shelton and
her daughter, Harriette.

(P.H. by Harriette Dover)s
I should have told you the saapshol 1 sent of wy-
8elf was taken some years ago. I have gray and

2ll the sags that go with middle age (woe is me)

now. Ay brother Hubert looks like our mother,

and I look like my father, Chief Willlam Shelton,

e will send a pileture of Hubert later,

T have shrieked to high heaven every time I hear
thiyg story of ¥Fitzhugh and my dunts. I vow 1711
look fer him and bLuat hls head ofl by bitge~taar
him to shredgs and my mpeother smilas and says,

"hy he must have died long ago".

T wonder where he came from, and where did he go?
¥y mother thought he tosk his daughter Julla to
California ilu later years. But--Fitghugh told

his father %o po to "You know ¥Yhere"--thet he
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didn't want to talk to him or see him. ...
Life is so fascinating--even while your heart
uches for the people who gel hurt in it,

Harriette,
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